Kidlington Parish Council

Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington OX5 1AB

Tel: 01865 372143 www.kidlington-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of Kidlington Parish Council
Held at Exeter Hall on Wednesday 17 September 2025 from 7.30pm

Councillors present: Clir Lesley McLean — Chair, Cllr Naveed Barakzai Pace, ClIr lan Middleton, Cllr Doug
Williamson, Clir Dave Kanonuwa, Clir Fiona Mawson, Cllr David Betts, Clir Nik Soheili,
and ClIr Phil Wyse, ClIr William Easdown Babb, and Clir Alison Street,

In attendance: Sarah Kearney (Parish Clerk), District Councillor — Dorothy Walker, Clir Nigel
Simpson (GWEPC), Suzanne Wilson-Higgins (GWEPC), Nick Duval (KRT) who spoke on
item 77.1

Residents: 4

Apologies: ClIr Linda Ward, Clir David Robey, Clir Melanie Moorhouse

25/69 To receive Councillors' Apologies for Absence

The Council received and accepted apologies from ClIr Linda Ward, ClIr David
Robey, and Clir Melanie Moorhouse

25/70 To Record Members’ Declarations of Interest regarding the Agenda Items
To receive any requests for Dispensations or Declarations of Interest from Councillors
relating to items on the agenda, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, and
to note any gifts and hospitality (please refer to the notes at the end of the agenda).
Nothing to be declared

25/71 To facilitate public participation with regard to items on the agenda — Public
participation is limited to 10 minutes in total. Members of the public may make
only one address to the Council of no more than five minutes’ duration and only
concerning topics on the agenda.

3 — attended but didn’t speak

25/72 To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 26 June
2025. The Council unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted as a
true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair, Clir
Lesley McLean

25/73 Governance

73.1 The Full Council to pass a resolution declaring Kidlington Parish Council is
eligible to use the General Power of Competence — to consider and approve.
There was a detailed discussion regarding the adoption of the General Power of
Competence. Following consideration, all Councillors agreed that this would be a
positive step forward and resolved that Kidlington Parish Council should adopt the
General Power of Competence
The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to pass the resolution declaring
Kidlington Parish Council eligible to use the General Power of Competence.



73.2

Policies
73.1

73.2

73.3

73.4

73.5

73.6

73.7

25/74 Finance
74.1

74.2

Councillor Vacancy - to consider and agree on the co-option
The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to the co-option of Robert Packard

Meeting Attendance Policy — to consider and agree

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to adopt this policy, subject to a slight
change in the time frame of reporting to the clerk

Freedom of Information Policy — to consider and agree.

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to adopt this policy

Vexatious Complaints Policy — to consider and agree

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to adopt this policy, subject to some
spelling and grammatical changes

Complaint — (attached all documentation)

The Council discussed and unanimously agreed to nominate Clir David Robey and ClIr
Nik Soheili to investigate whether all procedures and policies have been correctly
followed. They will prepare a report and present their findings to the Council in due
course.

Kidlington Parish Council to change to Town — to discuss how we move
forward.

The Councillors discussed how best to move the matter forward while ensuring full
engagement with residents. The option of holding a Poll Vote was considered but
unanimously rejected, as the cost would be prohibitive. A referendum was also
mentioned, but members noted that several surveys had already been circulated to
encourage resident participation, with 365 responses received to date.

Leaflets are being distributed throughout Kidlington. Councillors confirmed that this
should be completed by the end of September.

The next stage of resident engagement will include coffee mornings, afternoon
sessions, and evening sessions, where residents can meet with Councillors to discuss
why it could be beneficial for the Parish Council to consider becoming a Town Council.
All feedback from these sessions will then be evaluated at the next meeting to
determine the Council’s next steps.

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed that should the Parish Council agree to
Town status, no Mayor would be appointed.

ACTION: The Clerk to arrange for additional leaflets and to arrange a date for
residents to come and speak with Councillors

SLCC Review Report — Confidential report to be reviewed by Councillors

ClIr Barakzai Pace asked whether the recommendations had been taken into
consideration. The Clerk confirmed that they had, and that some of the changes had
already been actioned, as recorded in the Personnel minutes. The Clerk also confirmed
that she would be happy to meet with him to go through the report in detail and
highlight what had already been implemented.

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to note the SLCC Staffing Review
Report.

KPC New Logo — to consider and agree on the new logo

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and agreed to adopt the new Kidlington Parish
Council logo, option 1, and change the font to Aptos. Confirmation that the total
expenditure on the new Logo is £125.

Budget Monitoring Report — update

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and noted the Budget Monitoring Report
Financial Report — update, which was presented at Finance and Assets
The Council unanimously RESOLVED and noted the Financial Report



74.3

Kidlington PC Development Plan — to discuss and consider ready for Budgets
2026/27

The Development Plan was noted and agreed, with some minor changes. Cllr McLean
confirmed that Councillors who had projects to bring forward for the 2026/27 budget
should submit project ideas to the Clerk, who would add them to the following D&S
agenda for discussion. Budgets are currently being prepared for consideration at the
next Finance and Asset meeting in October.

The Council unanimously RESOLVED to note and agree the Development Plan and
agreed to submit details of proposed projects to the Clerk for inclusion in the budget
process.

25/75 Update on Progress from the Committee Minutes

75.1

75.2

75.3

75.4

Development and Strategy Committee — to consider the draft minutes of the meeting
held on 26 June, 24 July, and 11 September, and to note any recommendations or
actions

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and noted these recommendations or actions
Personnel Committee — to consider the draft minutes of the meeting held on 11
September, and to note any recommendations or actions

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and noted these recommendations or actions
Finance & Assets Committee — to consider the draft minutes of the meeting held on 10
July and 4 September, and to note any recommendations or actions.

Clir Williamson asked whether the trees project at Exeter Close will proceed this year or
in 2026. Clir McLean explained at the Finance and Assets meeting; it was noted that no
budget has currently been allocated for this project. However, there have been
suggestions regarding some trees that may be available from the OCC project and other
sources, and it was agreed to investigate whether these could be used.

The Clerk confirmed that it is an action for the Facilities Manager to liaise with CDC to
determine whether the trees can be obtained from them or if they would need to be
purchased. It was also noted that OCC has a tree planting scheme in the area. ClIr
McLean is currently awaiting confirmation of proposed planting areas.

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and noted these recommendations or actions
Community Committee — to consider the draft minutes of the meeting held on 19 June
and 4 September and to note any recommendations or actions.

The Council unanimously RESOLVED and noted these recommendations or actions

25/76 To receive a report from KPC Working Groups:

76.1

76.2

76.3

76.4

Exeter Close Working Group — verbal update

Cllr McLean explained that no meetings had been held regarding Exeter Close while
awaiting some commercial information. It has now been confirmed that the potential
commercial partnership is likely not to be financially viable.

ACTION: A meeting to be arranged for October.

Flooding Defence Working Group — Notes from last meeting

27" August Meeting

Callum Miller Letter

$19 reports for Croxford Gardens (Garden City)

Stratfield Brake Liaison Working Group - verbal update

Clir McLean explained that there had been a meeting to agree on the management of
Stratfield Brake; KPC (in association with GWEPC) will manage the building. Year 1 —
Learning and immediately required responses, financial monitoring, investigation of
funding streams. Year 2 — Implementations from learning, agreement on wider plans in
relation to funding available. Discussions are currently taking place with the clubs to
ascertain an understanding of their use and requirements. Meetings are being held in
the following order: Rugby, Football, Cricket, followed by the remaining clubs.
Funding and Grants Working Group — ClIr Kanonuwa to provide a verbal update



https://www.kidlington-pc.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/_Minutes/196353-Draft_Minutes_for_D_and_S_26_June_2025_.pdf
https://www.kidlington-pc.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/_Minutes/199830-Draft_Minutes_for_D_and_S_17_July_2025.pdf
https://www.kidlington-pc.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/_Minutes/196355-Minutes_for_D_and_S_11_Sept_2025.pdf
https://www.kidlington-pc.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/_Minutes/196345-Draft_Minutes_for_Finance__and__Assets_-_10_July_2025.pdf
https://www.kidlington-pc.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/_Minutes/196345-Draft_Minutes_for_Finance__and__Assets_-_10_July_2025.pdf
https://v6-6-admin.visionict.com/Sites/2488/_UserFiles/Files/_Minutes/196346-Minutes_Finance__and__Assets_-_4_Sept_2025.pdf
https://v6-6-admin.visionict.com/Sites/2488/_UserFiles/Files/_Minutes/196350-DRAFT_Minutes_for_June_2025_approved.pdf
https://www.kidlington-pc.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/_Minutes/196351-DRAFT_Minutes_for_Community_September_2025.pdf
https://v6-6-admin.visionict.com/Sites/2488/_UserFiles/Files/Flooding/Draft%20Flooding%20Notes%2027%20Sept%202025%20.pdf
https://www.kidlington-pc.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Flooding/Flooding%20-%20Minister%20for%20Water%20and%20Flooding.pdf
https://www.oxfordshirefloodtoolkit.com/investigation/flood-investigation-report-garden-city-kidlington-2024/s19-report-kidlington-garden-city-v1-0-may-2025/

Cllr Kanonuwa explained that there had been a couple of funding grants under
consideration with Thames Valley Police. One grant, applied for through the Police and
Crime Commissioner, is intended for VAS (Vehicle Activated Signs) to be installed on
Oxford Road near Sainsbury’s and on Yarnton Road. The grant also includes funding for
solar lighting in several locations, including Groveland, Barns Close, and Anderson Close.
The draft Action Plan will be reviewed by Clirs Soheili, Kanonuwa, and McLean and
formatted into a working document that can feed the Development Plan and Budget.

25/77 To receive a report from KPC members representing the Council on outside bodies:

25/78

77.1

77.2

77.3
77.4

77.5
77.6

77.7

Kidlington Recreational Trust — update summary from Cllr Wyse, which was

circulated to all Councillors

Presentation - by Nick Duval from KRT regarding Stratfield Brake

The Council received a presentation from Nick Duval, Chair of KRT, regarding Stratfield

Brake. He also requested permission to contact CDC for financial information. Clir

McLean explained that this information had been passed to GWEPC, and it was agreed

with KPC that there is limited information that can be shared with KRT.

Kidlington Connections — no update due to the councillor being on holiday

Traffic Advisory Committee — notes from last meeting

77.4a Establishing Locations for Yellow Lines in Kidlington — to discuss and agree
Clir Betts explained that this item was discussed at the TAC meeting regarding
double yellow lines within Kidlington. It was suggested that maybe Begbroke,
Yarnton, Gosford, and Kidlington councillors might like to be informed what
areas might benefit from double yellow lines, but they would need to have
safety elements around it, like near a School, then report back to OCC, who
would have a site visit to see whether it would be possible and if there is any
funding.

77.4b  To consider writing to residents of Banbury Road regarding parking on grass

verges — to discuss and agree
Clir Betts suggested that a letter could be sent to residents to remind them
about parking on the verges, noting that enforcement is difficult unless vehicles
are seen in the act, which is rarely feasible. Clir Wyse added that the majority of
vehicles parked on the verges are not residents’ cars but are mainly contractors
working in the area.

Police Liaison — No further meetings have occurred since the last Full Council meeting

High Street ANPR (OCC) — update

Still no update on the installation of this ANPR system from OCC
Natural Environment Working Group — report attached

Councillors acknowledged the report

Parish Matters

78.1

78.2

LRG - Local Government Reorganisation — update
Clir Robey circulated a report on current happenings, and a meeting is scheduled for 22
September, which Clirs Kanonuwa, Betts and Soheili will attend.
Clerk report — Circulated report.
Councillors noted the report

25/79 To receive reports from Cherwell District Councillors — update

Councillors acknowledge the report, which was circulated, plus Cllr Walker mentioned that ClIr
Mclean and she will be sleeping outside to raise money for the homeless. Please could they be
sponsored as this would be very much appreciated.

25/80 To receive reports from Oxfordshire County Councillors — update
Councillors acknowledge the report circulated.



The proposed closure of Roundham Crossing was discussed. All members were concerned that
the closure would cause connectivity issues and would waste the good work done to make
walking and cycling routes accessible and useful to residents.

25/81 Confidential Matters — Public and Press will be asked to leave while matters are discussed,
confidentially, by the Council.
No matters were moved to this area to be discussed

25/82 Chair announcements

e  ClIr Mclean announced that the Clerk had successfully passed her CiLCA qualification. She
highlighted that this achievement would bring significant benefits to the Council and expressed
her gratitude, offering a big thank you for all the hard work and dedication that had gone into
achieving this.

e Presented a voucher of £25.00 to the Kidlington Logo winner — Abigail Morris from North
Kidlington School. In November, there will be £100 presented to the School for its Art
Department.

e Campfield Presentation/information evening was held at Exeter Hall. Please note that the Parish
Council didn’t have anything to do with this; they just hired the hall to the company. This
planning application will go to the central Government for a decision. There will be an
independent Monitoring Board set up to provide oversight and scrutiny. Documentation on
being involved is available through the office.

e Gosford Hill School has contacted the Councillors to see whether they could assist with
interviewing. Information has been circulated to all, and if you are interested, please contact
them.

e Request — Banbury and Wise Avenue footpath
The Clerk has spoken to the Officers within the office, and they are fully aware of the complaint
and have confirmed that this footpath is OCC land and their responsibility. This has been
reported on a number of occasions to OCC on Fix My Street regarding the maintenance of the
cutback. The Clerk will chase this today once again with OCC and send it to another department
to see why this hasn’t been dealt with.

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday, 30 October 2025

Meeting Finished: 10.00pm



