Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington, Oxford on Thursday March 10th 2005
PRESENT:


Councillor A Graham (chair)



Inspector Joe Triplovic



Thirty members of the public including Parish Councillors

APOLOGIES:
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Stansby.

1.

MINUTES
a) Annual Parish Meeting March 11th 2004
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday March 11th 2004 were agreed and signed as a true record.

b) Extraordinary Parish Meeting held January 18th 2005
The minutes of the extraordinary Parish Meeting held to discuss the proposal for a concert at the Stratfield Brake site on Tuesday January 18th 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record.

2.

VILLAGE CENTRE

Councillor Chris Pack was introduced as Vice Chair of Kidlington Parish Council and Chair of the Village Centres management board, set up following a recommendation by 
an employed consultant of Cherwell District Council.  The intention had been to
bring together stake holders into a partnership. Membership of the board was

Parish, District and County Councillors and Kidlington Voice.

The key objective of the board was to encourage community participation.

The board wanted to promote the centre and build civic pride in Kidlington. It had developed an action/business plan which had been opened by Cherwell District Council.
The action plan covered the following:
Crime and Antisocial Behaviour

It was stressed that fear of crime was a major concern rather than an actuality.

CCTV had been upgraded in the centre and the group were looking at a safer shopping award and encouraging shop keepers to sign up to a scheme.

Built Environment

It was important to make the centre safer and more attractive. To do so something needed to be done about the traffic.

The plan needed to be agreed by the community and there was a wish to consult for the future, e.g. regarding new street furniture.

Access

There was a need to maximise public car parking and it was hoped that a survey of spaces would be undertaken by the District Council.

The intent was to make a safer and more comfortable centre for pedestrians. To assist with this the urban design team from Cherwell District Council were putting forward improvements to the car park area located behind the (badly placed) toilet block.

There was to be a public consultation on the proposals firstly on closure of the car park access opposite the Co-op, with restricted access at this point to service vehicles.

It was hoped that this would reduce the dangers on the corner especially on market day.
The only access to the car park would then be via the entrance by Tescos and would necessitate other changes e.g. to the bus stop. There would be some additional parking spaces.
The meeting was advised of a public exhibition starting late April with a public meeting on May 11th at Exeter Hall.

SEEDA
The management group board were looking at a bid for SEEDA (South East England Development Agency) funding under its market towns initiative. Kidlington was considered a town for the purpose of this bid which could help fund some of the identified projects.

The board met regularly due to the quantity of work to be undertaken, forms for comments would be available at the consultation and all were welcome.
3.    ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDED MARCH 31ST 2004
The financial summary for the Parish Council accounts April 1st 2003 to March 31st 2004 were received.
4. FINANCES FOR THE CURRENT YEAR
The Chair of the Finance Committee, Councillor Rae explained that the committee had been updated with the accounts to January 31st at a recent meeting. Reserves were good, and the accounts which were approaching the end of the financial year were in line with forecast

       5.          CHARITIES
a) Roger Almond Charity – as at December 31st 2004 standing at £123.48

b) Frank wise Memorial Fund – as at December 31st 2004 standing at £269.95
6.         WEBSITE

Councillor Chris Pack explained that the new council website was to promote Kidlington Parish Council but also to allow for community contributions.
The home page of the site was projected and it was explained that there was a membership facility allowing additions or alterations to specific material.

Councillor Pack welcomed Grace Cottonknight who was a recent Secretarial appointment to the Parish Council staff and who would keep Parish Council matters up to date. 
It would be possible to access and read minutes from all committees and to view the promotion of the Exeter Hall and Stratfield Brakes facilities. There was a guide to the St Mary’s Field, a directory of shops and businesses and links to other websites. He hoped that this would increase interest in the Parish Council. The website was going live the following weekend.

There were no plans to put the website information on hard copy for the benefit for those without a computer, but it was reported that part of the criteria for the quality Parish Council status was an obligation to produce a newsletter on at least a quarterly basis.

7. ANNUAL REPORT
The Chair emphasised the partnership work carried out with a view to upgrade and enhance Kidlington Centre.
He also referred to the extraordinary parish meeting that  had taken place in January regarding the proposed concert at Stratfield Brake. As Chair of the Parish Council he had felt it important that those living close to the site had an opportunity to voice their 
concerns. The meeting had been positive. There was a lot to be done by the promoters to get the concert in place by July 2005 but he hoped that if they were unsuccessful a concert could at least be held in 2006, and he welcomed the opportunity to find out whether it would be a success and an event that could be repeated.
The Parish Council took initiatives with village entertainments including the Christmas lights switch on event and had received positive reports. 

A now regular village event was the firework display at Stratfield Brake on November 5th with an increasing number of parishioners attending (approximately 2000 in 2005).
Another well established event was the Gala Day - held at the end of July.
He took the opportunity to thank those involved with the continuing efforts in the Kidlington in Bloom initiative and the consequent enhancements to the appearance of Kidlington through planting schemes.

The Chair also congratulated Councillor Andrew Moss as Chair of the allotments group, which was actively working in that area.
The Parish Rangers were working with a group of youngsters striving towards a skate park for the village.

a) Environmental and Amenities

Councillor Graham as Chair of the Environmental and Amenities committee explained that the skate park remained an aspiration.

The committee was also working towards achieving an extension of the burial ground and was currently actively involved in searching for a new site.

It was also assisting with the community football development plan and this highlighted the importance of the Parish Council with general support for community group initiatives.

There had been considerable concerns over recent times regarding the grounds maintenance contract and the council was taking a proactive line in the procurement of a new contract. This would be a focus of the Environmental and Amenities committee during the forthcoming year.
b) Policy
Councillor Rae as Chair of Policy Committee referred to the Freedom of Information Act and reported that there was now possibility of access to documents. The legislation required twenty working days notice for application to see requested papers.

There was also a focus on the new licensing laws and on the code of conduct.

c) Planning

Councillor Carole Pack as Chair of the Planning Committee reported that all planning applications relating to Kidlington came to the Parish Council for their consideration and views. It was hoped that the planning authority took note of the local knowledge of the Parish Councillors.

There were limited areas within Kidlington for new development so most local applications related to extensions. The two main issues before the committee in the past year had been Campsfield House and Sainsburys, neither of which were yet completed.

 However, it was important that the views of residents were known to the Parish Council Planning Committee. Councillor Pack invited anyone with an interest in an application to address the committee.

d) Exeter Hall

Councillor Chris Pack as Chair of Exeter Hall highlighted the successful use of the whole facility. In particular there had been a success in the areas of Arts and Entertainment and two events had been put on through the District Council Arts @ Large scheme.
He also reported that during the forthcoming year a disabled lift was to be installed in the corner of the main hall by the bar, to aid wheelchair access to the lower level.

The Exeter Hall was a significant area of income for the Parish Council.

e) Stratfield Brake

Councillor Moss as Chairman of the Stratfield Brake committee reported that there had been an increase in day time use of the Stratfield Brake facilities, which was bringing in much needed revenue.

The sports clubs were thriving and it was important that those taking up  sport had a good quality facility within the village. The sports clubs were fulfilling the plan submitted to the lottery and anyone visiting the site at weekends would see hundreds using it.

The committee was undertaking an extension to the car park outside the gate which would be available at all times to be used by walkers.
They were still pursuing a bridge across the canal which would add to the Kidlington circular walk and improve access to the site. However, this was not just a Parish or District Council concern; it involved British Waterways which was proving  difficult.

Councillor Moss reported on the concert to be held on July 31st which had potential for an exciting development within the area. He was becoming increasingly confident that the promoters would be able to manage the traffic and deal with sound levels. He was not expecting disruption to the village.
There was also a management challenge to the Parish Council and the committee was considering how to improve management. This could be by an enhancement of the existing structure, an improved management by the user clubs, or outsourcing the management to a not for profit company.

8. RESOLUTION/QUESTIONS
The Chair referred the written questions submitted to the meeting

i)
Mrs E. Kinch, 5 Briar Close

Mrs Kinch reported that the committee for the proposed skate park had come to the conclusion that there were two suitable recreational sites , being Stratfield Brake and Park Hill. She asked if the Parish Council was willing to proceed with the project and what course of action should be taken. She understood that planning permission would be required for Stratfield Brake should that site be chosen.
The Chair noted that the Parish Council needed to decide whether it wished to go ahead with provision of a skate park. There had been a previous resolution to do so but it needed revisiting. He thought it unlikely that the resolution would be changed.
Secondly, there was a need to talk to the managers of the land. The Stratfield Brake Management Committee would need to be advised and though the Chair of that committee stated that he would personally welcome a skate park at the site; there was a need to establish a general principal through the management committee. However, he anticipated some trouble in convincing the planners at Cherwell.

The Park Hill site was managed by the Recreational Trust and they would also have to be approached. It was likely that this would be an issue for local residents and there would need to be community consultation.  The matter would be referred to the Environmental and Amenities committee.

ii)
Mr Gibbons    7 Mulcaster Avenue

Mr Gibbons had concerns relating to the undertaking of building works where rubble etc. was left on the pavements restricting access to the infirm and those with push chairs.  He was also concerned that the builders’ vans were often parked on the pavements and caused damage.  He wanted to know who was responsible for monitoring such behaviour and insuring that the pavements were restored to their proper condition.

The County Highways had accepted responsibility but had pointed out that they were not always aware that work was taking place as planning permission was given with no automatic liaison with the highways officers.
The highways authority would appreciate information from the Parish Council/residents when this occurred.

Mr Gibbons letter would be passed to the highways officers and Mr Gibbons himself would be given a contact number for the future.

iii)   Mr D. Ilott   167 Banbury Road

Mr Ilott had raised concerns which he understood to be highways matters but asking for the Parish Council to look particularly at on street parking, firstly at Kidlington High Street - west of Sterling Road junction between 8am and 6pm; and furthermore on Banbury Road west side - north of High Street junction outside - the Chinese takeaway, with a request to replace the double yellow lines with a single yellow line allowing parking after 6pm.
There was also a question relating to no cycling signs on the service roads in Oxford Road.

The Chairman agreed that the issue of the on street parking would need to be discussed by the Parish Council as requested, though he personally would not support the parking in High Street. However, he had not considered the aspect of not changing the lines on the Banbury Road site.

The issue of cycling on pavements had been raised previously at Traffic Advisory Committee and would be considered again by that Committee.

 A number of other question were asked from the floor 


a)
Christmas Lights

It was suggested that the Christmas lights switch on committee consider 
reducing the number of fair ground rides as these were expensive for   
visitors and were not in keeping with Christmas. However, the Chair of 
the Working Group reported that another letter had been received which 
had asked for the fair ground rides to be retained!


b)
Hazel Walk allotments

Concern was expressed at the condition of the Hazel Walk alley way and 
of the green space outside the allotments part. It was thought that Cherwell 
District Council possibly owned the grassed area, whilst Oxfordshire 
County Council was likely to be responsible for the alleyway.



The Parish Council would check on ownership and see if something could 


be done to improve the area.



Consideration would also be given to disabled access within the allotments 

site.



It was suggested that the allotments and their availability was added to the 


website.


c)
Kidlington Police Station

In answer to a query about the opening times of the Kidlington Police 
Station it was reported that it was open daily Monday to Friday 9a.m. – 8 
p.m. On the occasions when staffing problems resulted in closure this was 
clearly noted in the window.



Bookmarks with useful contact numbers were available for residents and 


there was advice that a yellow telephone was available for emergencies 


which would be answered by the control room. The nearby Thames Valley 

headquarters was an administration centre only.



d)
Exeter Hall Hearing Loop

There was a query regarding the working of the Exeter Hall loop system 
and advised that it required testing.



e)
Dog Bins

Concern was expressed about dog mess and suggested that some dog bins 
particularly at the bottom of Park Avenue and on the main road had 
recently been removed. 
The Chair thanked those in attendance.
The meeting closed at 9.30pm

Chair
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