Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at

 Exeter Hall Oxford Road, Kidlington
on Thursday March 9th 2006


Present:
Councillor Chris Pack (Chair)




and 27 members of the public including Parish Councillors


Apologies:
Apologies for absence received from Councillors Devena Rae and John 

Stansby.


1. Minutes
The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday March 10th 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record.


2.  Accounts for year ended 31.03.05

The financial summary for the Parish Council accounts April 1st 2004 to March 31st 2005 were received.


3.  Finances for the current year

The Chair of the Finance Committee (Councillor Rae) was indisposed and those members of the public in attendance who were interested were requested to contact the Parish Council office.


4.  Charities



a)  Roger Almond Charity – as at December 31st 2005 standing at £123.48


b)  (Frank Wise Memorial Fund) – as at December 31st 2005 standing at £71.19


5.  Annual Report

The Chair referred to the recently distributed spring report which was thick reflecting the many activities of the Parish Council. He wished to expand only on a few points.

Firstly, development within the High Street – many were pleased with the recently constructed Hampden building particularly with the additional shops to High Street and more to come. There was further current building work next to the Co-op which was to be development of affordable units through a housing association. Another project shortly to be started was flats on the car park area behind the Kidlington Centre/Tescos.

He also pointed out that the Co-op was submitting plans for flats adjoining the rear of the current building and on the car park area. The plans included some internal changes to the Co-op store. There had been consultation with the Parish and District about their plans.

Secondly, the St Mary’s Fields conservation project continued. There had been resurfacing of the adjoining car park.

Community events in particular the Gala, Fireworks and the Christmas Lights (which in 2005 had been one of the better ones) continued to be successful.
He thought this illustrated that Kidlington was a vibrant and vital community and asked that residents with the internet facilities checked the Parish Council website which had received praise. Contained on the website were minutes and reports and announcement of forthcoming events.

The reports underlined that the initiatives being undertaken were successful and that this was mainly because of the commitment of the staff and fellow councillors. He was pleased to work with the Clerk and her committed support staff.

One element of the Council which particularly pleased him was that although members had been elected with political differences these did not rise to the surface. Councillors worked for Kidlington and not their political masters.


a)  Environmental and Amenities

Councillor Betts as Chair of the Environmental and Amenities Committee highlighted the key issues of the Committee in the past year.

The meeting the previous year had been advised that a new contract would need to be sought for the delivery of landscape maintenance within the village and during the course of the past year the Council had looked to see whether it was practical to take out its own contract or join with Cherwell District Council.

The Council could see the benefits of the District Council contract and had spent some time negotiating a new tighter specification which would deliver improvements to the core work of the landscape service delivery.

The Parish Council was working hard in partnership with the District Council and the community
towards the delivery of a community Football Development Plan. This would give an opportunity to bid for funds for the improvements of foot balling facilities within Kidlington.

He asked that use be made of the new car park at St Mary’s Fields and thanked Councillor Moss for bringing forward the canal bridge project.
The Council was anxious to bring to a conclusion its search for a new burial ground and was in the process of appointing a consultant to assist with completion of that work.

Councillor Robins had been a prime mover in the Parish Council’s efforts to influence the County Council with its work on bus service improvements within Kidlington. Most of this work was now  complete and residents would see a change in bus stop provision.

Initial proposals for a refurbishment of the play area at Ron Groves Park were on displayat the meeting. This was a high priority for the Parish Council and he pointed out that whilst provision of a skate park was still an aspiration of the Parish Council it did not achieve such a high priority as the play area improvement. A Five year plan was undergoing completion to cover all areas of Parish Council provision.


b)  Planning
Councillor Carole Pack as Chair of the Planning Committee reported that the Planning Committee continued to meet monthly and stressed that the public were able to attend meetings and express concerns on individual applications.

There was limited space within Kidlington for new development and the Councillors had sympathy for those wishing to build conservatories and extensions.

It was stressed that the Parish Council had no power to agree planning applications but took the concerns of residents into account in its submissions to the district.


c)  Exeter Hall

Councillor Jackie Garlick as Chair of Exeter Hall referred to the privilege in Kidlington of having such an excellent community hall. There were many regular events held within the building and she highlighted the successful trade craft fair that had been held in November and which  would be repeated in 2006.
The Council had advertised for a charity to support the New Years Eve dance and had now received an approach from a national charity so she hoped that the provision of the dance would be continued.

During the course of the last year a disabled ramp had been put into the hall but the design had turned out to be unsuitable and the lift had been removed. The Parish Council were still looking at possibilities.

The Citizens Advice Bureau now provided a service two days per week within Exeter Hall and with the Kidlington and District Information Centre on the other days there was always the ability to obtain information within Kidlington.

The roof repairs had now been completed and there was no current reports of leaks.

The Annual Variety Show had been held the previous week and again had proved successful.This show was something sponsored by the Management Committee.
On a healthy note the hall had become a no smoking venue since October 1st 2005 and there had been no problems experienced in its enforcement.


d) Kidlington In Bloom

Councillor Joyce Ruiz as Chair of the Kidlington In Bloom group reported of the continued success of the initiative and the quantity of compliments received on the floral displays. This was one of the very few areas of compliments received by the Parish Council. However, the In Bloom initiative was not just about flowers, it also encompassed nature and the environment.

Councillor Ruiz reported that there was a scheduled litter pick on the 22nd April to be held at Orchard Recreation Ground and asked for volunteers to come at 10.30 am to assist. 

As part of the steering group work they were to look at redesigning  the Broadway area with a long term solution to the problems with the breakages of paving slabs - caused by vehicles driving on to them. Locals would be consulted with ideas. The Landscape Officer of Cherwell District Council would be helping design a scheme and local ideas could be incorporated.  Councillor Ruiz stressed that it was unlikely that the project would be completed in the forthcoming financial year because of financial budget restraints but it was hoped that the plans would be drawn up in the following forthcoming financial year for completion in 2007/2008.


e)  St Mary’s Fields
Councillor Carole Pack reported that she hoped that most residents would by now have visited the St Mary’s Fields. The five year management plan of had recently been completed and a  new five year plan document had been produced by the working groups chairman -  John Brucker. It was a conservation area and was improving with the recording of more birds and wildlife on the site.

New foot paths had now been laid which allowed for disabled access and at the bottom there was a pond and benches.
Most work had been completed by volunteers and she mentioned that the previous Tuesday in spite of heavy rainfall 15 volunteers had turned up and worked hard on the site.

Councillor Pack personally wanted to thank the volunteers and in particular John Brucker who was a well known and respected ornithologist. 

Two walks at the site were to take place in the next few months one starting at 4.30am and the other in the evening with refreshments both would be publicised.

Anyone who had not visited the site were urged to do so as it was easy walking. Any more volunteers would be welcome.


f) Stratfield Brake 
Councillor Andrew Moss as Chair of Stratfield Brake Management Committee reported that he believed that the Management Committee was beginning to deliver many of the aspirations of the site when it opened. Both Cricket and Rugby are now playing at their highest levels and this was important if the delivery of youth and coaching programmes as specified in the initial sport England bid were to be achieved.
There was also the attraction of new sports to the site including ladies football. In addition a new Saturday men’s football team were playing on site.

There was a new car park at the Stratfield Brake outside the gate to accommodate for recreational use outside sporting times.  The car park accommodated 40 cars and had been done in partnership with the Woodland Trust with a 50% contribution. 

Councillor Moss paid tribute to Carl Smith in seeing the project through to completion.


6.  Canal Bridge
Councillor Moss outlined the plans to place a canal bridge across the canal where it adjoins the Stratfield Brake site. The bridge was to be sited where the canal narrows and there were brick abutments.
It was a long term plan of the District Council which had been nearly abandoned due to difficulties with co-ordinating  the organisations involved e.g. Environment Agency, British Waterways, Oxford County Council as well as Kidlington Parish Council.

Representatives had visited Cherwell District Council and said that there was local support for it as a pleasant and safe walk.

The District Council accepted this but asked the Parish Council to take on the project. The Parish Council was pleased to be able to do so thanks mainly to the efforts of Carl Smith.

Now - having overcome all obstacles -  the work was about to start and was due for completion by Easter. The bridge would be a huge asset to the community. It would be more modest than  originally intended - a small removable bridge to the specification of British Waterways. The timing was tight so as not to disturb nesting birds.
Although the Parish Council was instrumental in seeing the project through to completion it was stressed that Cherwell District Council was paying for the bridge.


7.  Watts Way
The Chair reminded those in attendance that the previous year there had been plans circulated for changes to the Watts Way car park area and there had in the past year been significant public consultation.

The key features of the project were no vehicle access by Barclays Bank into the car park other than rear servicing to the adjacent shops.

There would be one entrance/exit by Tescos with a recognised conflict with buses that the Management Board was currently trying to resolve.

The benefits would be improved safer for car parking and a minor increase in the number of spaces overall.

The key point of the changes would be the creation of a small paved market piazza

 which would be to the rear of the shops. It meant the possibility of opening the shops to the rear and would be a significant improvement to the High Street.

An artist was working with the community to produce mosaic features for the site and the final project would reduce the pedestrian/vehicular conflict in the vicinity. Part of the project would include new signage and furniture. There would be public consultation about the furniture as they did not want it to be imposed.

This would go some way to environmental improvements at the site but the main weakness of the design was the retention of the toilet block. As a District Councillor, Councillor Pack had tried to get the toilet block moved and had struggled until at the most recent executive meeting a feasibility study for movement of the toilet block in the future was requested.
A further aspiration was to resolve the pedestrian vehicle conflict to the rest of High Street which was complicated by access rights and forecourts behind the Highway boundary.

As a final comment the Chair advised that there was to be a continental market in the High Street on Saturday May 20th as a test. It would be a mixed continental market but with a predominantly Italian theme which meant a closure of the High Street. Those most affected had been surveyed and had been mainly very positive. It was thought that this could raise the profile of Kidlington and increase foot fall through the shops.

8.  Market Town Healthcheck
The Chair reported that residents would have noticed many things going on within Kidlington in general. What was required to proceed further was a forward vision for Kidlington and a need to look at where the community was at the current time by analysing its strength and weaknesses. 

It would inevitably identify new projects which may attract government funding through the South East England Development Agency (SEEDA). There was grant funding available matched up to £250,000.
The work to produce the healthcheck required more than input by Parish Council Staff and Councillors – it needed an input from other members of the community and the Parish Council was asking for the involvement of individuals and societies.  It would not be hard work and anyone who was interested was requested to contact the Parish Council office.


6.
Resolutions/Questions

The Chair referred to the written questions submitted to the meeting:-

1. Mrs E Kinch – Skate Park.


Mrs Kinch reported that for three years her son and friends had asked for a skate 
park and a small working group/committee had been set up to look at where 
possible sites could be. A preferred site of Stratfield Brake had been found but the 
boys who were part of the Committee had come to the conclusion that it was a lost 
cause and had lost interest.


Mrs Kinch wanted to know whether the Parish Council could afford to proceed 
with the project and whether it would ever happen.


Cllr Betts responded that he was aware of the amount of work put in by the 
working committee, including a presentation at Stratfield Brake.  He knew that  
two possible sites had been identified being Stratfield Brake and Park Hill, both of 
which had problems.


The Parish Council still had provision of a skate park as part of it future 
programme – it had not been removed – and there had been no mind change by the 
Parish Council about this as an aspiration.  However, the Parish Council had to 
prioritise its projects and the provision of a refurbished playground at Ron Groves 
Park had been deemed as a more urgent one. Currently he had to report that there 
was no fixed date for the provision of a skate park.

Mrs Kinch felt frustrated and thought that the project could be lost.  She was not 
convinced that it would go ahead and she thought that Kidlington was behind 
smaller villages in it provision for interested skate boarders.

Cllr Betts reported that there was to be an interactive activity during the holidays 
which the Parish Council staff were working on with staff from Cherwell District 
Council and this would include some skate activity.


He stressed that the reason for not producing a skate park was not because of fear 
of misuse but genuinely due to priority claims on Parish Council expenditure.


Mrs Kinch asked if the youngsters who had participated in the project could be 
thanked for their work and it was agreed that this was something that was 
necessary.

2. Mr and Mrs Proffet

Mrs Proffet explained that she also represented the interest of children of the middle age group.  She fully appreciated the hard work that had been carried out at St. Mary’s Fields but mourned the fact that the kissing gate had now prevented access for horses.  She reminded the meeting that there were limited areas where children could ride and a lot of the farmland around Kidlington did not provide access for horses.  If they were unable to have a key to the kissing gate she asked whether there was an alternative site that could be considered.

The Chair referred to previous correspondence and the fact that in June 2005 another horse rider had addressed the Parish Council.  There were always winners and losers in these projects and he had some sympathy with the horse riders.

The kissing gate had been put in to prevent the use by motor cycles and occasional cars.

St Mary’s Fields was an important project to the Parish and it had been felt that they could not risk the repetition of misuse by vehicles and the kissing gate had therefore been provided.  It was important that the Parish Council did not give out keys to the larger gate as it needed to be able to regain control.  Although it was probable that the existing horse owners could be trusted, it was difficult to set long term precedents.

The Chair stressed that the Parish Council was not against the riding of horses and would like to see a solution which he acknowledged was difficult because of the regulations.  He had been in contact with the British Horse Society who he understood advised its members not to ride on footpaths.  The paths at St. Mary’s Fields were footpaths and he appreciated that the Cherwell Meadows had few bridal paths.

He invited Mr and Mrs Proffet to address the next meeting of the Parish Council to seek alternative solutions.  He advised that the British Horse Society was a tremendous source of advice and suggested that all parties could work together to find a solution.

A number of other questions were asked from the floor:-

a) Hazel Walk allotments

Mrs Jan Taylor as an allotment holder at Hazel Walk referred back to concerns expressed at the 2005 Annual Meeting and asked what progress had been made on the substation.  It was explained that research had been carried out into this but that it had come to a standstill due to difficulties.

Mrs Taylor asked whether the disabled paths were to be put in and Cllr Moss as Chair of the Allotment Committee explained that a substantial amount of money had been spent on fencing at the site and that this had taken precedence over the paths which would be a future project.

The Council Staff would look into the claim of Mrs Taylor that there were vacancies at the site with people on the waiting list.

b) Exeter Road

The Chair reported that at the outset of the meeting he had been asked a question by a gentleman who had not stayed to listen to the previous points in the meeting.  

However, he wished to put on record what was happening at the site and reported that new access had appeared across the verge which had been 9 meters wide at great concern to local residents.

He had personally spoken to the Highways and had discovered that the house owner who was putting in a planning application to build above his garage in his rear garden had asked for permission to lower the kerbs.  Highways had given that permission which had turned out to be a bad mistake. 

The planning application had subsequently been refused unanimously and as a District Councillor, he had asked that an enforcement order be issued reinstate the verge.
However, a subsequent planning application had then been submitted which had included of fencing of the verge around the corner into High Street.

This had also been turned down and due to the planning regulations it had not been possible whilst this second application was being made to enforce the reinstatement.

Subsequent to the second application being refused, a 3 month enforcement deadline had been introduced and the applicant was to reinstate the verge with a deadline of 14th April.

c) Office Accommodation

Mr Gibbons asked whether houses turned into offices had to pay business rates and it was confirmed that this would be the case as well as application for planning permission for change of use of the site.  He was concerned that a lot of mess was left on the pavements following works to these buildings making it difficult for pedestrians, particularly the elderly.

d) Mr Pinfold

Mr Pinfold asked to address the meeting and explained that he had lived in Oxford all his life and had left in the last couple of years because of the politics.  He was a firm supporter of sports which he felt essential to get youngsters active and he was pleased with the high level of provision within Kidlington.  He thought the floral displays were brilliant and he congratulated the Parish Council on keeping down the precept.  He loved living in Kidlington and thought it was the best move that he had made.  He also personally thanked Cllr Jackie Garlick for her help when he had moved to the area.

The Chair thanked those in attendance and the meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Chair.
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