Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee 
held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

on Thursday 2nd March 2006
Present:
Councillor D Betts (Chair)



Councillor J Garlick



Councillor A Graham



Councillor Carole Pack



Councillor C Robins



Councillor J Ruiz

Declaration of Interest:

None
61. Fun Fair

The Committee AGREED to alter the agenda to consider the fun fair item first due to the presence of Mr Perry Hatwell. Mr Hatwell explained that he was interested in holding the fair at Exeter Close as a more central location; but because he did not want to let down the Football Club he had intended to make a later visit to Yarnton Road. However, he understood from the previous correspondence that the Parish Council did not want to have two fairs in such close proximity. He explained that there was a limitation to the site at Yarnton Road but he did not want to destroy his chances of returning there if the Exeter Close trial proved unsuccessful.

He also explained that his application had been for four nights at Exeter Close and that the two as suggested by the Parish Council would be too short to be viable. Previously there had been up to five nights at Yarnton Road and he had been used to opening until 10.00 p.m.  He was suggesting a slightly earlier start at Exeter Close say 5.30pm instead of 6.00pm and closing at 9.00 p.m. He was happy to wait to dismantle the rides and stalls till Sunday morning to reduce the disruption to neighbours. The lay out of the field would be three large rides in the centre surrounded by side shows keeping a maximum distance from houses. Caravans for the operators would be on the Yarnton Road side of the tennis courts.
It was explained to Mr Hatwell that the Spring Report was currently being distributed throughout the village and the question of moving the site of the fair had been raised. If no response was forthcoming he could presume that there were no problems.

Further consideration to eliminate nuisance was the restriction of a public address system.

AGREED to continue to support the principal of moving the fair but to refer the matter following consultation in Spring Report and at the Annual Parish Meeting to the Council meeting on 30th March.

62.  Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 26th January 2006 were agreed and signed as a true record.

63.  Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th January 2006

(i) Gosford Hill Bus Stop Improvements (Minute 56 (1))
Major works to this stop still had to be finalised. A meeting with Prime Site Media had taken place.

There had been discussion about providing a full advertising (Macemaine) shelter by Prime Site, and the Committee was asked if it would support this option.

The Committee considered it as a possibility and confirmed that it would not recommend an overturn of previous policy. 

In addition the committee were advised that timetable brackets were the concern of the bus operator and that the County Council was negotiating with the other bus services providers to put up their own timetable displays.

It was reported that approximately 15 litter bins had been placed at bus stops around Kidlington. The County Council had negotiated with the District on  emptying.
(ii) Canal Bridge (Minute 56 (2))


The licence had been approved for signing by the chair of the Council - 
now done. This would be ratified at Council on 30th March.


The Committee was also advised of further development to 


protect the movement of the wall of the canal with the contractor installing the 
bridge on piles to eliminate pressure on the narrowings.
(iii) Railway Station (Minute 56(6))

The Committee was concerned that there should be consideration of a formal


policy on the support for a railway station adjoining the Water Eaton park and 


ride.

Oxfordshire County Council was supporting the East West


Link with a re-opening of the Bicester to Milton Keynes line and it was


suggested that when this occurred and the number of trains increased pressure 
could be for a railway station at the site. 


The item would be placed on the next agenda of the Environmental and


Amenities Committee.

(iv) Football Development Plan (Minute 57)


The Committee were advised that measurements had established that it was 


not possible to put an all weather pitch at either Exeter Close or Yarnton Road


because of insufficient land space and constraints.


The Policy Committee had suggested investigating the possibility


of Stratfield Brake and it had been made clear that for provision of an all

 weather surface to be funded there would need to be a clear 
demonstration of an undeniable demand.


Councillor Rae was discussing the matter with the Kidlington hockey club


to see whether they would be interested in a partnership.


The Committee was anxious to proceed with the sporting bid and it was 


explained that the Steering Group would be discussing whether the priority 
would be for table tennis or football.


The Clerk was to attend a facility clinic of the Oxfordshire Football 


Association (OFA) which would be held on 14th March to discuss possibilities.

63.  Three Year Plan

Skate Park

The Parish Rangers were in attendance at the meeting to discuss the committee programme for the next three years and a discussion opened on the feasibility of a skate board park.

It was felt that support for a skate park was waning and there was a dilemma in the fact that only one site was acceptable to Kidlington residents but that this site had severe limitations regarding access for youngsters.

It was reported that the Cherwell District Council Development Officer when considering a site in Kidlington for a weekly scheme of play activities during holidays had eliminated Stratfield Brake from his choice of site because ‘the youths cannot access Stratfield Brake’.

The Committee AGREED that the skate park was not a current priority for the Parish Council but did not want to remove it from the future list of projects.

Many officer hours had been spent on this project which had had no easy conclusion whilst there were other urgent matters within the village to be addressed. 

Ron Groves Park

It was suggested that the priority for development was Ron Groves Park and a sum of money had been included in the budget for the forthcoming year.
 Three companies had been asked to submit proposals/quotes and two had come within the required budget. The third had suggested that the final quote would be in excess of budget.
The Committee was shown a diagram of the possible equipment choices and noted that one of the companies which had come in on budget had done so by re-use of some of the existing surfacing - not necessarily the most appropriate option.

The Parish Rangers hoped to see a disabled round-a-bout which would add a further £4,000 to the project. The provider of equipment on all other Kidlington Parish Council sites was the only company of which the Rangers were aware that produced a suitable disabled round-a-bout.
All manufacturers had been asked to submit similar designs to ensure that the prices were on a like for like basis.

The Committee agreed that the evaluation of the quotes depended on more than price. All other play ground sites within Kidlington were equipped by a single manufacturer which made it easier for repairs and maintenance purposes. The equipment was of a high standard with no problems.

The Ron Groves Park project needed to advance sooner rather than later and so it was difficult to work out what finance was available.

The Clerk would investigate the timing of additional funding sources that could be used for the project e.g. the likelihood of the Blenheim Road site development coming on stream during the forthcoming financial year and the option of grant funding via the District Council.

RESOLVED 
(i) that the submitted designs and quotations be subjected to a close evaluation process with a weighting given to the manufacturer of the normally preferred play equipment in order to accommodate ease in repairs and maintenance. If either of the other manufacturers provided a much lower cost and high level specification, the officers were asked to return to the committee with a further recommendation. Otherwise, the officers were requested to accept the specifications supplied by Park Leisure and to add a disabled round-a-bout (at a cost of £4,000) to the agreed budget of £40,000.

(ii) Investigations be taken of contributions to the cost of the installation from

a. The section 106 agreement for the provision of an off site local area of play at £15,000 (plus £20,000 for 15 year maintenance) for the    proposed development at Blenheim Road.
b. Grant funding from the District Council Community Hall and Recreation budget.


Any delays due to these contributions – if available – should be considered 
against the benefits of the additional contributions to the cost.


The Committee was aware that the equipment at Ron Groves Park was in need 
of maintenance and understood the urgency to install a new play ground 
before the summer holidays.


The Committee considered the Ron Groves play ground as the number one 
priority for the forthcoming year budget.

Tennis Courts

The Rangers explained that there had originally been an intention to resurface the tennis courts but an investigation with a professional had suggested that the surface was in fact in good repair and required deep cleaning.  An estimated cost of £1,800 to £2,000 had been given for this process and the officers were recommending that this be carried out during the forthcoming year. There after an annual clean would be in the region of  £150 to £200.
White lining etc to delineate basket ball tennis court and five-a-side football plus coloured surround would be inexpensive.

Three quotes would be provided and reported to the next committee meeting.

The Rangers also reported that the major expenditure on the tennis courts was for a fencing surround and estimates had been received in the region of £11,000. This was therefore to be included as an item for the 2007/08 budget, but the officers were requesting that the cleaning take place in the 2006/07 year. The Committee supported the request but asked that the cleaning wait until finalisation of the supply to Ron Groves Park play area to check on the years budget, and look forward to receiving  detailed quotations for cleaning and lining at the next meeting.
Fencing Yarnton Road Allotments

The Committee were advised that the high fencing between the allotments and the football club was in need of repair. Quotations had been received for approximately £11,000 for a galvanised wire mesh, 1.8 metres were recommended due its proximity to the football pitch.

The quotations required updating but the project would be programmed for the 2007/08 financial year.

The officers were advised that although this was a replacement fence, Planning permission may be necessary.
Broadway Slabs

The Committee was aware of the problems with the slabs at the Broadway which were broken by vehicles. Alternatives such as brick paving or tarmacing had been considered but would increase the cost.
Consideration could be given to attractive bollards but there was a need to establish whether the vehicles needed to get onto the pavement. The project had been put into the draft programme for 2007/2008 but the committee was advised that the £10,000 that had been put aside would be insufficient for brick paving/tarmac.

Consideration could be given to extending the grassed area on the site and it was agreed to ask the Kidlington in Bloom sub committee to put forward a design proposal for consideration for action in 2007/2008.

Draft Plan

The Committee RESOLVED to agree in principal to the draft plan as submitted as a base document subject to amendment.

64.  St Mary’s Fields Management Plan

The Committee were circulated with a new management plan for St Mary’s Fields for the period 2006/2010 written by John Brucker. The Committee praised the excellent group of volunteers working on the fields and recorded its thanks to Mr Brucker for his original and future plan and support in the project. Without the programme management of the St Mary’s Fields it would revert to an uncontrolled wild area.  RESOLVED  to adopt the second management plan for St Mary’s Fields to 2010.

65.  Landscape Contract  Service Level Agreement
The Committee had been circulated with a draft service level agreement for the new landscape contract to take effect from April 1st.

The Committee noted that comments made by the Parish Council had been taken on board.

Concern was expressed with regard to clause 3.11.2 and the Clerk was requested to contact Cherwell District Council asking that in the event that the landscape management contract had early termination any interim measures that Cherwell District Council put in place would be used for the Parish Council areas. The Committee accepted that this may not be part of the service level agreement and may need to be in an accompanying letter.  The Committee recommended that the Council accept the service level agreement as submitted with clarification of 3.11.2. 
Councillor J Ruiz left the meeting at 9.30 p.m.

RESOLVED to suspend standing orders for a further five minutes

66.  Burial Ground Search

The Committee received a brief for a consultant to carry out landowner negotiation research into identified sites for a burial ground extension.

Three companies had been asked to quote of which one had declined. The tenders to be reported to the Council Meeting on 30th March for approval for appointment.
67.  Finance Report
(i) Financial Statement to January 2006 
noted

68. Schedule of burial charges

The Committee was asked to approve an increase to burial charges with effect from 1st April 2006 based on a 5% increase. RESOLVED to accept the submitted figures with an average 5% increase.

The meeting closed at 9.35pm










Chair
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