   Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

 held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington on

Thursday 26th January 2006
Present: 
Councillor D Betts (Chair)



Councillor Carole Pack



Councillor C Robins



Councillor J Ruiz

Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Garlick and A Graham.

Declaration of Interest:

None

55.  Minutes
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 8th December 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record.

56.  Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 8th December 2005

(i) Gosford Hill Bus Stop Improvements (Minute 44)


Councillor Robins had attended a recent site meeting with County Council Officers.  


All buses entering and leaving Kidlington used either this stop or the one opposite  
and the County Council was anxious to make improvements. The proposal was to   
lengthen the lay by to accommodate two buses and to narrow it to ease buses to pull

out into traffic. A new larger (10m) shelter was to be sited opposed to the existing


4 metre shelter. It would be cantilever as the existing but placed at the end of the lay


by where people gained access to the buses.


The County Council Officers were anxious to put seating at this location and Councillor


Robins has suggested that it was not one of the Parish Council preferred areas for 
seating.  The compromise was to put a minimal bar for ‘perching’ - not 

comfortable for long periods.


The Committee was uneasy about seating but would trial the perch type


bench. The County Council would be advised of this.


New bus stop flags had been erected within the village with some 


complaints about their appearance. The general consensus was that they


would mellow with age though they were out of place in the conservation area. A
 
request would be made for the times of the local mini bus to be inserted into the new 
information cases.

(ii) Canal Bridge (Minute 45)


The Committee had been updated at the recent Council meeting and the Clerk reported


that the contract had now been let (to Fergal Contracting Ltd) and that although a 


licence with British Waterways had not yet been signed it was expected

in the forthcoming week. Cherwell District Council had made comments on the draft 
licence making it unnecessary to appoint a solicitor.


It was hoped that the bridge would be in situ and in use by Easter.

(iii) Landscape Maintenance Contract (Minute 46)


The Committee was aware of the new contract but was unsure of the progress


regarding a service level agreement. The Clerk was asked to check with Cherwell


District Council on progress.
(iv) Willow Coppice (Minute 47)

Council had been asked about the usage of the Stratfield Brake area for Willow


Coppicing and had suggested the creation of a reed bed wetland area to link up


with the Stratfield Brake Wetland on the northern side of Frieze Way


abutting the Recreation Ground.


The County Council had been advised of this and it had been recommended by the


Clerk that John Brucker be contacted as he had verbally stated that this would be a


welcome project and he had thought the overhead cables presented no greater 
problem than the birds were used to.

(v) Recreational Trust Areas – Litter Bin Emptying (Minute 48)


The Committee was advised that the Recreational Trust were happy to accept the offer


of 50% contribution to the cost of emptying litter bins at Ron Groves Park.

(vi) Railway Station (Minute 54 (b))


The Committee was circulated with a response from the County Council transport


section via Councillor Billington stating that the provision of a station to serve


Kidlington had been an aspiration of the County Council for many years and was


established policy of both County and District. The demand assessment for the station


had been concluded in Spring 2003 showing a scheme with potential but with a number


of financial and operation problems.


The existing track operated at 90% of available capacity not allowing anything other 


than the existing local stopping service.  The rail industry stake holders had expressed 

concern about the lack of track capacity and the effect of a station on existing services.


The County Council had therefore accepted that implementation of the station in the 
short term was unlikely. Despite that and in order to progress the scheme and 
safeguard the land for a station when rail conditions improve the County Council 
Executive had agreed in March 2004 to promote a planning application (approved in 
September 2005.)

 The County Council cabinet was due to consider a comprehensive report on rail 
projects on 21st February but no further work was envisaged on the project until the 
prospect of taking it forward was more favourable.


The committee accepted the County Council response but was also aware that there was 
a further possible railway station site by the Water Eaton park and ride and thought 
pressure for a station on the southern end of the village might be more successful.


It was thought unlikely that the northern location (at Lyne Road) would be removed


from the list but the committee asked that County Councillor Billington be


requested to keep the Parish Council advised if there was a change of policy and that he 
be requested to support the Council by insisting that the Lyne Road station was not 
removed if the possibility arose.


In addition, the committee would like it recorded that they were supportive of a station 
at the South end of Kidlington.

57.  Football Development Plan
The Committee noted that a steering group had been appointed to assist the consultant (with the production of a football development plan for Kidlington carrying out a very thorough and detailed assessment.) There had been consultation with all football clubs concerning their specific requirements and the consultants had discussed funding options with the Football Association and Sport England. There had been interesting facts emerging but a major concern was that the Football Foundation was currently only funding an average of 55% of the cost of projects a decrease on previous levels due to the high number of applications. The Football Foundation could not guarantee that it would stay at even this level of grant support.
Because of the slippage on the plan to the end of March and delays that had been caused by the late publication of the relevant area of the PPG 17 (open space survey report) it was extremely unlikely that the pavilion would be on stream in summer 2006 as desired.

The committee wanted to be updated on the likelihood of achieving funding at the end of the plan as it did not want to have to delay progress on the pavilion for a further 12 months only to find out that the funds were not available.

An interim report by the consultant outlining possibilities would be available for a forthcoming Policy Committee and it was also agreed that the Table Tennis Club and Football Clubs playing on the Exeter Close site should be advised of the delays and why they were occurring.

58.  Burial Ground Search
The Committee had asked to be brought up to date on the progress for a new burial ground and had been circulated with a response from the Clerk relating to the desire to obtain planning permission on the two identified sites.

Should planning permission be granted, as a burial authority the Parish Council had the power to enter the site and dig bore holes.  However, it was acknowledged that there should be no further progress without discussion with the relevant land owners. This should be done on a professional basis and there was a need to appoint a planning and valuing company to take the project forward to the next and final stages.

The Chair and Clerk would prepare a brief based on the previous burial ground search report and would report to the next meeting on its findings.

59.  Fun Fair

The Committee received a request from Perry Hatwell to run a fair on Exeter Close during the week beginning 19th June 2006. The actual fair would be on the Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, the same dates as it would have been held at Yarnton Road.

Mr Hatwell had told the Clerk that the fair had been at Yarnton Road for some time but the site was somewhat constrained and he felt there was to limited clientele.  He did not want a larger fair on Exeter Close but it would be spread out and be more customer friendly.    There would be three to four big rides and a number of children’s rides.

His belief was that Exeter Close was more central and would be more of an attraction to those to the north of the village. He would constrain the fair by keeping music levels down and closing at 9pm instead of 10pm. It would be sited within the middle of the field and as far away as possible from properties. The fair would be accompanied by about 10 caravans which would need water but this could be obtained from the pavilion on a once a day basis.
Mr Hatwell would be himself on site throughout the fair and would monitor the event. He would ask the police if they could patrol to check for problems.

The police had confirmed that there had been no problems with the fair at Yarnton Road in recent years.

The Committee discussed the problems that re-siting the fair might bring and the effect on nearby residents who should be aware in advance that this was a possibility

It was agreed that a notification would be placed in the Spring Report explaining that a request had been received by the fairground operator and that the Council after having spoken to the local police was minded to agree in principal to the request. If any resident had concerns about the proposal they would be invited to write into the Council and/or raise it at the Annual Parish Meeting to be held in March.

The Committee wished it to be stressed that this fair if it took place would be instead of the Yarnton Road fair and not as well as.

60.  Finance
The Committee considered an estimated income and expenditure statement to the end of December 2005. It was noted that the committee budget was predicted to break even but it was noted that there had been an overrun in materials and maintenance due to the additional tree work as previously authorised by the Environmental and Amenities Committee.
The Committee was also requested to continue to formulate a three year plan of projects within its remit. 

There followed a discussion about the money allocated in forthcoming years through the budget to projects, but consideration was given to the fact that there was a need to concentrate on the projects and their timing and to fine tune such a schedule before money was allocated on a year to year basis.

AGREED that each future meeting of the committee would have an item relating to a three year plan to be considered alongside the Finance report and that a draft updated plan would be circulated with the Finance report for improvement and amendment on a meeting basis.
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