Minutes of the meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

on Thursday 20th May 2004


PRESENT:

Cllr A Graham – Chair





Cllr Carole Pack





Cllr D Betts





Cllr J Garlick





Cllr C Robins





Cllr J Ruiz

Public Participation

The committee welcomed Messrs Trevor Cuss, Martin Belcher and Martin Rees as representatives of the Kidlington Community Football Association. Mr Rees spoke to the committee to update it on the aims of the association.

The group had been formed in August 2003 in response to an ambition of the Football Association that communities should prove that they were working together before the FA would award grants. A similar association was being formed in Bicester.

The Kidlington Association had representatives of all football clubs in Kidlington and interest had been shown by the primary schools and by Gosford Hill School.

This encompassed 1000 active footballers within Kidlington, together with 2000 children of school age with an assumption that 10% of school children may able interested in playing the sport at some time.

The aim was to provide football within the community for all and this covered the age range of 6+ to veterans and both sexes.

The driving force was Kidlington Football Club, which had been given an ultimatum by the Hellenic League to update their facility at Yarnton Road. KFC needed floodlights, improved changing facilities, hard standing and fencing around the pitch.

The clubs were working towards charter standard and to do so required a code of conduct. The children’s clubs needed trained designated child protection officers and qualified first aiders and this had been done. 

A three year plan had been developed to an estimated cost of approximately £700,000. With the full backing of the OFA grant funding was likely of 70% leaving approximately £210,000 to be found from other sources.

The clubs were busy fund raising and the District Council was searching search for recommended appropriate grant funding bodies.

The association wanted to ask the Parish Council for:

    Support with its request for planning permission. What commitment the 

    Parish Council could make over the next 3 – 5 years. Support with expertise in the 

    coming years.

It was explained that Policy committee was responsible for grants. The Planning committee held responsibility for looking at plans and there would have to be careful consideration of any plans that were submitted - particularly in relation to a flood lit ATP.

Mr Rees explained – in response to a question - that the FA had a number of different funding sources and that the different projects would be considered by these different sections e.g. KFC would have to apply to the Football Stadium Improvement grant, other grant sources would cover drainage, whilst the OFA had funds for smaller items such as goalposts, kit etc.

The plan was split into manageable projects with the intention to try to get something for each club per season. However, the priority had to be the Yarnton Road site.

It was recognised that there needed to be some security for those clubs playing on land owned or managed by the Parish Council – including Stratfield Brake.

The committee praised the clubs for getting so far. This had been needed in the village for sometime.


APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was received from Cllr S Laynes.


DECLARATION OF INTEREST

None

      1.   MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 18th March 2004 were agreed and signed as a true record.

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 18th MARCH 2004

i. Land behind Crossroads garage (public participation)

The hedge was not the responsibility of the Parish Council.

ii. Church Street (Minute 65 (ii))

The committee noted an e mail from the Conservation Officer.

The Clerk was requested to write back to the officer asking for her to attend a committee to explain what could be done within conservation areas. The concerns were not solely related to overhead electricity cables, though it was understood that some areas had received grant from their electricity company.

iii. Exeter Close playground (Minute 65 (v))

Work to the playground was currently taking place.

iv. World Environment Day (Minute 66)

Plans were going ahead for a display in High Street at which the District |

Council was to provide 15 bags of rubbish showing the amount picked up in 

High Street during one day. The exhibition would show the cost of litter 

picking for Kidlington.

Alongside the display would be an exhibition of CAG and the Council had 

been given permission to give out the free bags.

v. Way leave (Minute 68)
The District Council legal section had assisted with paperwork and the way leave had now been signed. Payment was in line with the standard recommendation.

vi. A4260 (Minute 69)

A roundel had been put onto the road surface to indicate the 30mph restriction and the County Council had advised that three signs would shortly be added to advise traffic entering Kidlington from the Banbury direction of the limit.

vii. Skate Park (Minute 70)

The Parish Rangers had met with the Kinch family and a date set for a further meeting in early June. The family had been asked to ensure that 8 – 10 people were involved and that they had a commitment to take the project forward.

They would brainstorm what was required, and work towards – if a definite proposal to go ahead was agreed - tenders being produced for the budget.

viii. Burial Ground search (Minute 71)

Mr St John would report to the next meeting.

3. FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The committee referred to the presentation during the public participation period and thanked the representatives for their attendance. It was agreed that there was a need to consider the issuing of licences to the clubs playing at Exeter Close or Stratfield Brake.

It was considered that any financial support given by the Parish Council should be part of the Environmental & Amenities committee budget rather than as a Policy committee grant.

The committee gave an “in principle” support to the development plan and looked forward to receiving more defined plans on which to pledge financial support.

It was important to recognise the voluntary input put into these clubs and the benefit to the Kidlington community 

4. RECREATIONAL TRUST AGM

The committee considered a report (previously circulated) on the recent AGM of the Trust, and noted that both the chairman and treasurer – both of whom had held the relative positions since 1996 – were no longer to carry on in the roles.

There was concern that support within the Trust may possibly “falloff” and the committee was anxious that there was no repeat of the early 1990s.

There was concern that the Clerk - being the Head of the Parish Council’s services - was acting as a minute secretary for the Trust, which was not the best use of her time.

She was unable to become heavily involved in the running of the Trust because of the public perception of the involvement of the Parish Council.

The item should be referred to the Policy Committee to seek an alternative option to give added support to the Trust.

When the Trust had had the opportunity to sort out new officials the Parish Council wished for a report on the revenue and level of use of the Park Hill pavilion in view of the high level of Parish Council grant support that had gone into the site.

5. PREMIUM BUS ROUTES

The committee had been circulated with a report on progress relating to the premium bus route and the complications of providing suitable shelters in the correct locations.

It was noted that the County Council was to purchase new shelters to accommodate Real Time Information Displays and this involved the removal of two of the Parish Council shelters that were in good condition. It was therefore proposed that the following resiting occurred:

· The bus shelter sited outside the motorbike shop close to the Bicester Road would be moved to Grovelands with a recommendation that although it would replace the old shelter it would be resited in the nearby layby.

· The shelter (with side wing) located in Evans Lane and near to Springfield Road would be relocated to Lyne Road – outside no. 9 Heyford Mead.

The committee considered objections received to the latter relocation and believed that these were related to the actual bus stop. The problems were thought unlikely to increase with the installation of a bus shelter.

It was thought that the location to the west of the stop would move those waiting for the bus away from the windows of the house.

6. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE REVIEW

The committee were updated with progress made by the working group and were presented with a recommendation by Cllr Betts for a brief for a consultant to investigate options of delivery.

RESOLVED to appoint a consultant to carry out a survey of options within Kidlington and it was recommended that the consultant as employed by Cherwell District Council to carry out their own review would be a preferred option.

The consultant would also be asked to give advice at a secondary stage to give advice to the Parish Council on the service that it should be receiving and the requirements of a future contract – whichever means were chosen.

7. PARISH RANGERS REPORT

The committee noted the previously circulated (appended) report.

The Rangers were to attend a multi agency meeting with the police the following day and would raise the issue of disturbances at Park Hill. 

There was also a reminder of a request for a dog bin at Foxdown Close and the Clerk would check that this was part of the WOTS programme.

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

i. Cars on verges

It had been noted and reported tot he County Council that vehicles were being advertised for sale and left on the verge at the southern end of Oxford Road.

The Clerk would also report the matter to the District Council enforcement officer as it was considered that this was a business.

ii. Brown bin” waste

It was reported that the new fortnightly collection of green waste (in brown bins) had over the recent hot period meant that the cuttings were composting within the bin.

When the bins were emptied a brown pungent liquid was running onto the road. This was occurring even when the liner (brown) bags were being used.

The clerk was requested to ask that the refuse operators looked at a more efficient method of transferring the waste tot eh lorry.










Chair.
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