Minutes of the meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington 

on Thursday 15th July 2004


PRESENT:

Cllr A Graham – Chair






Cllr Carole Pack



Cllr D Betts





Cllr J Garlick




Cllr C Robins





Cllr J Ruiz


APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was received from Cllr S Laynes.


DECLARATION OF INTEREST

None

	Public Participation

The Committee welcomed three of the Skateboard Committee together with Lee Hancox (Parish Ranger) who reported on their findings so far with regard to a Skate Park for Kidlington.   Lee Hancox had chaired the meetings but it was stressed that the conclusions were those of the youngsters.

Carl Brooks spoke on behalf of the group and said that they had looked at all the possible sites, some had been discounted and included eg, the Park Hill site, which they had felt was used by too many other groups and could be dangerous.

The two favourite options were Yarnton Road which had looked good but the group had rejected because of the proposed astro surface there and Stratfield Brake which looked one of the best.  They wanted to put in sound barriers and lighting.

The group would like to have some representation at the Trust if a site was put forward though it was explained to them that Stratfield Brake was not Trust land.  

They had looked at the problems in other areas and taken on board the points of view of residents and skaters.

They had visited the Stratfield Brake site and looked at their preferred site within the area being to the left of the pedestrian footpath.

They would produce a management plan and wanted to form a small management group with a small annual maintenance budget.  All members of the group would have first aid training.

They group were to meet with Bendcrete a supplier of low noise concrete the following week, and hoped by November to have presented a design to the Parish Council on their first and second choice sites.

It was confirmed that some of the group were BMX bikers.

Stratfield Brake was preferred marginally to Yarnton Road and the group thought it was  too far out to be targeted with  vandalism.  Those wishing to attend the site would have to make an effort to get there.  Councillors were interested in this view and being the opposite of that held by the Council.

The Council asked that the Police Architectural Liaison Officer Roger Hampshire to investigate the sites.

The local Police Inspector had been contacted and the group had made a request for CCTV, whichever site was chosen.

In response to a query about the isolation of Stratfield Brake, it was found that the group had thought the younger element were less likely to use the site without supervision, that They were concentrating on an area for the older teenagers and stated that the high activity on site such as Exeter Close could lead to mis-use by groups not interested in using the skate facility.

There were asked whether a skate park at Stratfield Brake would be used by others from outside the area, eg, Cutteslowe and confirmed that this would not bother them.  It was also noted that there was already a skate site at Cutteslowe so the numbers moving from Cutteslowe to Stratfield Brake would be reduced.

It was reported that there were plenty of younger skaters coming up who would take on management when the current skaters had moved on.  It was noted that Stratfield Brake was close to the school.

The role of Parish Ranger was to ensure that management of the site progressed to younger age groups in time.

A detailed breakdown of the suitability/unsuitability of sites together with a manufacture design would be presented to the September meeting.

A management plan and costing would be available by October to allow serious consideration within the forthcoming year budget.

Lee Hancock stressed that the group had been aware that there had been pevious problems with the location of a Skate Park but only minimal information had been passed to them as it  was important to gain a fresh view.

The Committee was impressed with the work progressed so far by the group and reported that it supported the initiative in principal.




 9.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 20th May 2004 were agreed and signed as a true record.

10.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 
ON THURSDAY 20th MAY 2004

i.
Church Street (Minute 2(ii))

The Committee had been circulated with an email from the Conservation Officer asking to look at Church Street, during the working day.

It was AGREED  to request that the Conservation Officer meet with as many Councillors as were available at lunch-time ie, 12.30 – 1pm.

ii.
World Environment Day (Minute 2(iv))
Councillor Joyce Ruiz had held a very successful exhibition on the 4th June.  The Statistics work showed what had been presented in regard to the amount of rubbish and cost of clearance by the District Council.

The exhibition had been highlighted in the brochure given to the Thames & Chiltern in Bloom judges the previous day.

iii. Burial Ground Search (Minute 2(viii))

The Committee were disappointed to learn that Mr St  John had been unable to submit a report for the meeting and the Clerk was requested to say that they would appreciate confirmation of when the report would be ready, due to the pressing need for movement on this issue.  It was noted that there were local changes (proposed) regarding compulsory purchase, which would streamline the process but there had been no test cases as yet.

iv. Football Development Plan (Minute 3)
The Clerk reported that the development plan was proceeding as fast as possible and that regular updates had been given to the Trust.

It was noted that representatives of the Football Clubs were to attend the Policy Committee to be held the following week along with the Chairman of the Social Club to update the Council on progress and other related problems.

v. Recreation Trust (Minute 4)
The Policy Committee had agreed to the principal of contribution towards the cost of an administrator but had given no commitment to the amount to be granted.  The Trust was now actively pursuing the option and the job description had almost been finalised.  The charity commission had confirmed that there would be no problems regarding the appointment of a paid administrator and had sent forms for declaration in the event that the administrator was to become a trustee.

It was thought that the work could be done within about 800 hours pa. and a salary level would be fixed in line with similar positions within the community.

The Trust would be returning to the Parish Council with a request for grant support once an appointment was due.

vi. Premium Bus Routes (Minute 5)
It was noted that the scheme to provide premium bus routes was on-going but slipping on a constant basis.  The shelters had been manufactured by Abacus and were awaiting delivery.  The Clerk was therefore speaking to the County Council about releasing payment for the shelters.

With regard to the shelter close to the Gosford Parish, there had been information that a petition was being organised to save the existing wooden/brick structure.

A site visit attended by the Clerk to choose a suitable shelter for this site had suggested the retention of the brick wall due to the fact that the there was insufficient clearance from the road.

Retention of the brick wall was likely to cause a nuisance and though the Council wished to see the removal of this shelter on public health grounds it was thought that maybe an alternative site would need to be sought.

vii. Ground Maintenances Review (Minute 6)

The Committee was circulated with a brief prepared by Councillor Betts for the appointment of a consultant to carry out a review of the Kidlington element of the Grounds Maintenance Contract and alternative.

The District Council timetable for the appointment of consultant had unsurprisingly slipped but it was still hoped that the review could take place during the summer and that a public meeting could go ahead in the autumn.

It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain a list of consultants to whom the District Council was going out to tender and to submit the Parish Council brief to all of those.

There would have to be a second stage for the Parish Council to receive professional advice on proceeding if they were or were not to go with the District Council option.

AGREED that there would need to be a Committee decision on appointment of the Consultant.

viii. Park Hill (Minute 7)

It was noted that Lee Hancox was arranging on behalf of the Trust, gates to be erected both at Park Hill and Orchard Recreation ground similar to that installed at Exeter Close.

ix. Cars On Verge (Minute 8(i)

It was noted that the Enforcement Officer had arranged for the removal of cars on the southern verges.  There were now some on the northern verge which was also believed had been placed there by somebody operating a car restoration business and these would be reported to the Enforcement Officer for investigation.

x. Brown Bin “Waste” (Minute 8(ii))

The Committee were circulated with an email relating to the alleviation of the problem as experienced at the last meeting, and noted that a different lorry with an  area to retain any liquid draining from the waste material.  It was confirmed that there had been no further complaints, and it was now being used.

11.

SKATE PARK

The Committee considered the issues raised during the public participation in relation to the provision of a Skate Park.

There were some concerns expressed about the preferred option of Stratfield Brake and the possible conflict which this could have, with sport on the site and it was confirmed that the Committee originally eliminated Stratfield Brake on these grounds and others.  However, the Committee did not want to be prejudiced in its view and was aware that the group would need to make separate representations to either the Management Board or the Recreation Trust depending on their first choice.

12.

HORNBEAM

The Committee had been circulated with a letter from the County Council in relation to a Hornbeam tree located outside 52/54 Marlborough Avenue.  The residents had made a request for the tree to be removed due to the fact that it regularly dropped sap onto their vehicles and windows.

It was understood that the Tree Officer from the District Council was reluctant to see the felling of the tree and had recommended some thinning of the branches, and the Committee whilst it sympathised with the residents would prefer to see a sensitive reduction in the size in the first instance.

If there was no benefit from reduction work then the option of felling could be re-visited.  The Committee would insist on a replanting of the tree if it was to be felled.

13.

PARISH RANGERS REPORT

The Committee had been circulated with a report (appended), and queries were also raised with regard to the problems relating to the lighting of fires at both Cherwell Green and Orchard Recreation Ground.

With regard to Cherwell Green Councillor Betts, had been contacted by a resident expressing his particular concerns about the fires.  It was noted that the Rangers had visited the complainant and had also reported the incidents to the Police at the recent multi-agency meeting.

It had been stressed residents witnessing this kind of activity should phone the Police without delay.

This was also true of the fires which had been lit in the copse area at Park Hill.

A program of maintenance was shortly to be introduced by the Trust and quotes had been received.

Councillor Carole Pack had reported that local residents had been clearing the copse and had asked for it to be reported that they had not found any syringes.

With regard to Orchard Recreation Ground it was noted that a sign for “No Golf Playing or Horse Riding “ etc, had been erected in an inappropriate place on the lamp post facing residents of Bassett Way.

This sign was to be moved and the Rangers were liasing with the Trust about the erecting of a post on which to display the sign in a more suitable location.

Councillor Carole Pack had been given a letter by residents in Lyne Road referring to ball games taking place on the large green space and the claimed damage to fencing.

This matter had been discussed previously in May 2003 and it was thought that the situation had not changed.  However, the Rangers would investigate again to see whether there was a need to take any action to prevent the playing of ball games.

14.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

i. Memorial Stone
It was noted that a request had been made to erect a memorial on the grave of Andrew Childs who had deceased (aged 15 months) in 1952.

Another memorial stone had been placed on the relevant grave space many years earlier and the office was attempting to trace relatives of the child named on the stone.

The Committee understood the need to make arrangements for the removal of the stone from the wrong grave and of its relocation as appropriate.

The staff were asked to proceed with delicacy.

ii. In Bloom

Councillor Ruiz reported that the village had been judged the previous day.

The standard of maintenance had been much improved on the previous year, although there had been some obvious problems when the judges had walked round.

iii. Gala Day

The Gala Day was scheduled for the forthcoming Saturday and Councillors were reminded of the need to form a rota for the Parish Council stall.

iv. Bollards (Croft Avenue / Mulcaster Avenue)

The Committee noted a letter from Mr Mears to the Highways Authority complaining that the bollards had been placed on the “island” at the above site - apparently of the request of a resident who wished to plant flowers to protect them from the grass cutting team.

The complainant felt this was money wasted and was an eye sore.

The response from the Highways Authority had not yet been received.

Chair.
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