Minutes of the Meeting of the
Environmental and Amenities Committee 

Held At Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 7th December 2006.


Present:


Cllr D Betts (Chair)





Cllr A Graham






Cllr C Robins






Cllr J Ruiz


Apologies:

Apologies for absence received from Cllr J Garlick.

Declaration of Interest:

None.


29.
Minutes:
Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 19th October 2006 were agreed and signed as a true record.

30. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting Held on 19th October 2006:

i) Orchard Recreation Ground (Minute 22 (i))
The Committee had been circulated with an e-mail from Thames Water explaining that although in principle everyone had agreed on the compound in the Orchard Recreation Ground, discussions and a cost benefit analysis taken out by the estimating project manager had meant that the compound would not go ahead at the sports field as there would be day wagons on site instead.  A planning application had been completed in anticipation of the Orchard Recreation Ground.
ii) Environmental Community Champion (Minute 22 (ii))

Cllr Ruiz reported that she had received a call from John Brucker thanking the Parish Council for their kind words and for his nomination.

iii) Bus Stops/Shelter –Oxford Road (Sainsbury’s) (Minute 22 (iii))
It was reported that the bus lane project was due to be completed on 15th of December and also that there were some problems with the destruction of bulbs on the corner of the entrance to the Oxford Road where a compound had been erected.  The County Council were prepared to pay for replacements but it was unlikely that this would happen before 2007 due to the fact that the bulbs had already been purchased for that year.

The Committee commented on the fact that the bus lane when it had gone round the roundabout did not accommodate for cars accessing the Park and Ride and this was thought to be a deterrent to use of the Park and Ride site.

iv) Football Development Plan (Minute 23)

The Committee were reminded of the commitment from the Council that there would be a meeting of the relevant football clubs immediately prior to the Finance (precept) Meeting to ascertain the clubs commitment to the ongoing revenue costs should the plan go ahead. 
The Council had resolved that it wished to proceed with the Pavilion Project as a matter of urgency with an aim to construct during summer 2007 and for it to be planned to contract stage pending a final decision regarding the Football Foundation bid.
It was reported that the works on the Pavilion were progressing with the assistance of Cherwell District Council Officers and that the English Table Tennis Association had been successful in an in principle bid with Sport England for £100, 000 towards the project.

v)
Evans Lane/Waverley Avenue (Minute 28 (i))
Following the meeting of the Committee the matter had been referred to both the Highways and the Planning Enforcement officer. The Planning Officer had informed the householder that he required planning permission and sent him the appropriate forms though he had not completed these.  Approach to the enforcement officer had suggested that the Planning Authority was waiting pending any action to be taken by the Highways Authority which was also looking into the matter.

31. Burial Ground/Burials

a)
Burial Ground Search

The Committee was advised that there had still been no permission to gain access to site 3 and that the consultant from Bruton Knowles had been in contact with Savilles who were in turn chasing Wimpeys (who have an option on the land) for a response.
The Committee RESOLVED to inform the consultant to advise Savilles that if there was no access by agreement onto the land by Christmas the Parish Council would seek to obtain outline planning permission which would enable it to gain access as the burial authority to dig for boreholes on the site even without permission of the land owner.
The Clerk was requested to write to the consultant accordingly.

The Committee was aware that the Parish Council may be forced into a compulsory purchase order on the site and it would be necessary to demonstrate that everything possible had been done to conclude purchase by agreement and so it was important that everything was conducted in writing even at this stage.

b) Garden of Remembrance
The Committee was advised that some years previously planning permission had been obtained for an extension to the rear of the newer part of the burial ground for additional cremation plots.
The land had been grassed and fenced some years previously but had not been used for actual interment as yet because alternative areas for cremations had been found elsewhere on the site.  There was also the possibility that the space may need to be used as additional burial space, though bore holes had been dug and the land found too wet to gain planning permission for normal burial purposes.
It had been suggested at the time that concrete linings for grave spaces may be an option and there had been a recent article in the Oxford Mail relating to the search for more burial space in Bicester which had shown these liners and it was thought that they were a possible back up option to be pursued if necessary.

The need to open a new garden of remembrance was imminent and the Committee was asked to authorise that the land was now prepared in readiness to start interment of cremated remains as soon as there was a requirement.
RESOLVED: that part of this area be prepared for cremations but that access be sought from the far end of the old part of the burial ground through the dry stone wall by the groundsman’s shed.  This would prevent visitors walking through and across the existing cremation stones.
The far end of the site though it would be mowed to an attractive appearance would be left as a possible reserve site for burials, maybe with concrete lining, if absolutely necessary.

When the new area had received permission, Cllr Ruiz had undertaken a consultation and the Council was considering laying out the new area with plaques, birdbath etc and it was agreed that the Clerk request the Landscape Officer from Cherwell District Council to undertake a plan on behalf of the Parish Council to lay it out with plants etc.

The Committee was advised that additional spaces for burials had been found within the existing burial ground site and that approximately 35 – 40 new burial plots could be accommodated which could extend the life of the burial ground for a further 12 months.
This was on top of other remaining burial space.

It had been suggested that there may be a possibility of widening paths to increase the number of spaces and in areas this may be a possibility but the Committee were reluctant to make such plans until unless and until the number of spaces became otherwise limited.
32. Broadway Redesign

The previous meeting of the Committee had welcomed the submitted design and asked for the costings of the plan.  The surfacing favoured had been a resin bound substance and estimated costs had been provided by the District Council Landscape Officer for the project to the specified design with some minor amendments to take on comments. The costs were for i) resin bound surfacing ; ii) paving; iii) tarmac.  The total costs were respectively i) £76, 974; ii) £44, 414; iii) £24, 980.  Cherwell District Council have added a 10% contingency. 
On this basis the Committee’s choice was limited to tarmac and it was explained that there would be small granite setts around the shrub bed areas similar to those at the “Pirate Ship” (outside the National Westminster Bank area).  It was suggested that the tarmac option could have an improved appearance by aggregate rolled in to give a stippled effect.

The Committee had earmarked £10, 000 for the project so was therefore £15, 000+ short.
The estimated contractor time for the project was approximately 6 weeks and the Committee was advised that the work would need to be carried out either in February/March (which would be unacceptable for 2007, being before the new Financial Year), or September/October.

It was also advised that the walkway to the rear of the site in the shape of a cross required urgent work on health and safety grounds and that if the project was not to be carried out by the autumn of 2007 expensive remedial works would still need to be undertaken..

The Committee RESOLVED that they wanted to proceed with this project, and would investigate the budget to see whether funds could be realigned in order to make this possible.
The District Council Landscape Officer would be asked to procure the work and requested to obtain 3 quotes for audit purposes.

The Landscape Officer would be advised that the Council was very tight on budget, and that any savings that could be made would be appreciated.

33. Parish Rangers’ Report

The Committee was circulated with a report and noted that the Continental Landscape Contractors would replant the shrub bed between the car park and the Church Wall as the St. Mary’s Fields car park.  A scheme had been produced at a cost of £2, 654.16 and this was within the remaining budget for the St. Mary’s Field project.
Cllr Ruiz also reported that there was a desire to buy a brush cutter at approximately £300.00 which would still keep within the current year’s budget. This would then be used by volunteer fire officers on the clearance of the site.
Cllr Ruiz explained that the replanting of the shrub beds had become essential because the volunteers were unable to dig deep enough and were finding the area difficult to maintain without professional resources.

It was also noted that metal signs had now arrived for all play areas and had been displayed on site.

There were no reported acts of vandalism or unsociable behaviour in the playground sites.

34. Budget 2007/8

The Committee had been previously circulated with an income and expenditure statement showing expenditure to October for the Financial year 2006/2007 and then a forward year forecast with recommended budget for 07/08.
The Chair had met with the Finance Officer and was broadly in agreement with recommendations though it was noted that the Broadway slabs project made no provision for the 07/08 year.

The Committee therefore wanted to include an additional £20, 000 for the Broadway project but also noted the £16, 000 added in for youth activity/play equipment suggesting that this be reduced to £10, 000. The overall project bid would then be increased by £14, 000 to £50, 000 overall.

35. Any Other Business

i) Community Action Group (CAG)

Cllr Ruiz referred to the recent CAG newsletter that had reported that West Oxfordshire District Council and others supported the Salvation Army Book Banks as a recycling measure. It was suggested that Cherwell District Council may wish to do something similar.

Chair.
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