Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

 held at Exeter Hall Oxford Road  Kidlington

 Thursday March 17th 2005


Present:





Councillor A Graham (chair)





Councillor D Betts





Councillor J Garlick





Councillor A Moss (Substitute for Councillor S Laynes




Councillor Carole Pack





Councillor C Robins





Councillor J Ruiz

Public Participation

Mr Grant – Brasenose Drive

The Committee was addressed by Mr Grant on behalf of himself and his wife, plus close neighbours, complaining about the increase in football played on the Orchard Recreation Ground since they had moved to Brasenose Drive in 1968. Mr and Mrs Grant had had some problems in their dealing with Kidlington Youth football club causing them to come to the Parish Council for support.

The football had increased from the winter period only and was now taking place during summer months.  With training and courses there was a presence almost six days per week resulting  in noise and increased traffic.  Vehicles were parking on the grass and also extension of the pitches on the site.

There were also problems relating to trespass across fences into gardens to retrieve balls.

Mr and Mrs Grant were not complaining about the use of the field for football which had taken place from the time that the recreation ground had been completed. Their complaint was that  use had increased  beyond tolerable levels.

Mr and Mrs Grant were advised that the land was administered by the Recreation Trust and told that the complaint raised a number of different issues. It was recommended that the matter be put onto the next Agenda of the next meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee and members asked for additional written support from neighbours about problems.

In the meantime the Clerk would inform the Recreation Trust that a problem was occurring
Lewis Kinch

Lewis referred to his request for a skate park in Kidlington and  asked what happened next. He was advised to remain for the early part of the meeting when this could be discussed.

Andrew Moss 

Andrew Moss addressed the committee as a parishioner but referred to his role as Chairman of the allotment group.  He reported that the recently completed fencing at Yarnton Road was much appreciated, but there were other urgent projects which needed to be undertaken on other sites. He urged the committee to reinstate part of the lost allotment budget. He identified projects that needed to be undertaken including the lopping of the leylandii at the Gravel Pits site.  There was also a desire for  a new fence at Hazel Walk and general maintenance of driveways and car park facilities.

Previously £2, 000 had been included in the annual budget for allotments but delays in work completion had often meant that this was not spent.  In consequence the finance officer had reduced the budget to £1, 000. It was agreed that the item of allotments should be placed onto the agenda for the next committee and Andrew Moss was asked to prioritise the work for the committee’s information.

Apologies:
An apology for absence was received from Councillor S Laynes (substituted for part of the meeting by Councillor A Moss)


Declaration of Interest

Councillor Graham declared an interest in the Blenheim Road site, should the matter be discussed.
47. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday January 27th 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record with some minor typographical amendments.
48. Matters Arising from the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday January 27th 2005.

i) Skate Park (Minute 46 (1))



The Committee understood that due to compassionate leave of the Parish 



Rangers, there had been no subsequent meetings of the group looking at 



Skate Park provision.



However, the youngsters as requested had measured the sites and 



suggested the choice of location was restricted to Stratfield Brake or



Park Hill. The matter had been discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting



the previous week, and the committee had been asked to decide 



if it was willing to commit the necessary funding for such a project and



advised that planning permission would be required on either side. 



The Planning Officer had advised that there would have to be special 


circumstances to receive permission for Stratfield Brake due to its


location within the green belt.



The committee found the need to commit in principle to a reaffirmation


of their earlier decision to provide a skate park. It was agreed that this



“in principle” policy remained.



The committee then needed to determine a timescale for delivery.



The managers of the two sites would need to be consulted, being the 

Recreational Trust in respect of the Park Hill site. There would also need



to be consultation with local residents.  It was ascertained that the desired



position to be the correct distance from properties was in the middle of 



the field behind the hard area. Concern was expressed that this could 



intrude into the area required for football pitches and the committee



then reviewed the option of Stratfield Brake.



Councillor Moss as Chair of Stratfield Brake stated that he would welcome



a facility to located there and was happy for it to be an agended item for 



discussion at the next management committee meeting on April 20th.



It was confirmed that the youngsters preferred the option of Stratfield



Brake and the committee therefore agreed that this should be there



preferred location.



The youngsters attending confirmed that they were BMX riders and not



skate borders but stated that the facility would be used if built.



However, it was noted that due to the planning restrictions on the area there



would need to be an identification of special reasons for locating a facility



at Stratfield Brake.



It was considered that the fact that extensive site searching had been undertaken



and the need for a site at least 50 metres away from property had eliminated all 



others barring Park Hill which had its own problems, therefore the exceptional



circumstances had pointed to Stratfield Brake.  There would be a report on 

progress back to the next committee.



A scheme would be worked out following the return of the Parish Rangers



to enable further progress.

In view of the presence of Councillor Moss it was resolved to discuss agenda item No. 6 (Canal Bridge) as the next item for discussion.

49. Canal Bridge

The Committee had been circulated with a report from Councillor Moss concerning the proposal to position a canal bridge near to Stratfield Brake, allowing a linkage from the canal tow path to the Woodland Trust site and giving access to the woodland walks leading to the sports ground.

The proposal had been delayed due to reservations expressed by British Waterways, though Cherwell District had set aside a substantial amount of money towards the project.

The Stratfield Brake management committee had asked Carl Smith (Clerk to Gosford & Water Eaton Parish Council) and Councillor Moss to investigate what could be done and Mr Smith had come up with a modified proposal for a smaller bridge of a tilting type which could be moved aside if British Waterways wanted access.

They had attended the Cherwell executive committee and made brief presentation. This had led to the Cherwell executive agreeing to investigate the options further and entering into discussions with the relevant parties before receiving a report back.

The scheme was not a Stratfield Brake management committee project being located outside the objectives and responsibilities of the committee and beyond the land for which they were responsible, however, the location was within Kidlington and of direct benefit to Kidlington residents.

Councillor Moss had discussed the issue with the District Council Head of Leisure Services who had confirmed that progress would be made at greater speed if a local body such as Kidlington Parish Council took the lead in the project.

Councillor Moss recommended the appointment of Carl Smith on a freelance basis as project manager.

Consideration would need to be given to the cost of such an involvement though assurances were given that Mr Smith would only be looking for expenses. However, there would also be a need for professional indemnity and Mr Smith should be asked for a fee proposal which would be submitted to Cherwell District Council as part of the project and funding source.

Mr Smith would be asked to prepare a clear brief for progress.

RESOLVED  to accept the principle of pursuing the lead with the proposal to locate a canal bridge at the Stratfield Brake site, and to nominate Councillor Moss to liaise with Mr Carl Smith in regard to the project.

50. Further Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday January 27th 2005

i) Landscape Maintenance Review (Minute 42)

The clerk had been advised that technical specification for the landscape maintenance review would be arriving in the forthcoming week. The scrutiny working group therefore needed to meet the following week to examine the specification. A meeting date was arranged for Friday April 1st at 2pm at Exeter Hall.

ii) Football Development Plan (Minute 43)

The Clerk had been in contact with Philip Rolls for an update on the plan and had been advised that the overlap between the brief for a consultant to review the PPG 17 matters and the football development was greater than he had expected.  As he neither wanted duplication of work nor cost he was waiting for a final decision on the process on the PPG 17 report before making a final arrangement for the football development. This should be available at the end of the following week.  

Mr Rolls had reported a commitment by the Cherwell District Council portfolio holder to contribute towards consultant services and it was anticipated that the appointee would commence work mid April as a brief had already been prepared.
The Parish Council would be given a copy of brief before the matter was finalised. Mr Rolls hoped to ensure that the work overlapped with the Kidlington football development plan would be carried out at the out set with an interim report - to restrict the delay to a bid to the football foundation etc.
iii) Church Street (Minute 44(a))


      The Clerk advised that in spite of attempts to get an answer from English Heritage
                  in response to the “Save Our Streets” initiative, nothing had yet been received.

     iv)
       Pavilion (Minute 44 (b))

     Progress on the Pavilion new build had been delayed pending the Football 


     Development Plan.
v)  Car Park (Minute 44 (c))
The slight change in the specification as agreed at the earlier meeting had meant that different quotations had had to be pursued resulting in a delay in receipt of the quotes.

vi) The Copse (Blenheim Road) (Minute 44(f))

The Clerk reported that the lease was now with the solicitor.  it was necessary to ensure that works to certain trees – as agreed in January 2004 with Cherwell District Council – was carried out before there was a handover.  The solicitor was aware of this factor.


51.
Burial Ground Search
The Committee had been circulated with a response from the Environment Agency relating to the sites as identified by Cluttons as a possible new burial ground.

The Committee was asked for its view on how to next proceed.  Members were reminded that advice from the Planning Officer was for a planning application to be submitted which if successful would give permission for the Council to dig bore holes on the site.

The Committee was also asked whether it wished to confine its search to the site as recommended by the Environment Agency or to look at one or more of the other sites.

The Committee had hoped to locate a burial ground close to the existing but noted that the site as identified by the Environment Agency allowed for three depths of burial and would therefore be more environmentally friendly.

However, in view of the preferred wish to remain in the same location, the Clerk was requested to proceed with both sites.


52.
Spring Clean April 2005 
The Committee had been circulated with a letter from the Recycling Promotion Officer of Cherwell District Council saying that a Spring Clean Campaign was being run to take place in April and that litter pickers could be provided.

The Kidlington In Bloom Working Group had considered this item earlier in the day and settled on the week beginning the 18th April.

The Committee considered Saturday 16th April to be the best option and it was agreed to meet at Exeter Hall at 10.30am for a two hour litter clearance of the canal.  Joyce would write to those who she believed would be interested in participating.


53.
Finance Report

The Committee looked at an income and expenditure statement to  28th February and noted that the Committee was performing close to budget.  Concern was expressed that the burial fees were above budget which emphasised the urgency of finding a new burial site.


54.
Rights Of Way Consultation Draft

Cllr Ruiz reported on her reading of the County Council issued consultation draft relating to rights of way and she explained that the development of the rights of way was in accordance with Government Guidelines.  Oxfordshire County Council were incorporating it into the Transport Plan with a review every 5 years at the same time as the main elements of the transport plan. 
The document covered footpath improvements in both urban and rural areas and would run from April 2006 to 2011.
The aims were that all paths would be recorded and unobstructed. There would be an engagement with land owners to keep them this way and the County Council would undertake maintenance and way marking.

There would be information about public of rights of way along footpaths and there was an aim to add to the network to join footpaths together.

It was hoped that a new definitive map plus statement would be available by April 2006.

Part of the proposals included the development of green space within housing areas.

Councillor Ruiz’s recommendation was that to comment on the consultation was basically to endorse the plan.
55. Increase of Burial Fees

The Committee had been circulated with a recommended inflation increase to burial fees of approximately 3%.  

RESOLVED to accept the recommended increase as circulated.

56. Any Other Business

      i)
Scrutiny Committee in Waste Disposal

      Councillor Ruiz reported that she had attended the public meeting where the 


      Oxfordshire County Council Scrutiny Committee were considering the future

                  of waste disposal within the County.

                  She reported that the meeting had shown that it was increasingly looking as if
                  the future of waste disposal would be by incineration.

                  She knew this to be an unpopular option but the lobby who had attended the

                  meeting had explained that in Holland incineration was used with no landfill.

                  Methane from landfill remained for 200 years and was 20% more damaging than

                  the dioxins released from incineration.  However, the dioxin levels were

                  subject to stringent controls.

                  Councillor Ruiz thought it was disappointing how few people had turned up to what

                  had been a well advertised meeting.  She was also disappointed that the alternative   
      lobby (being mainly Friends of the Earth) had not shown up.

                  Councillor Robins reported that there was strong lobby for incineration and that the 


      other side was not being represented to the county.  A decision was a long way        
      away and it could not be guaranteed that incineration would be introduced.


     ii)    Litter
                 Councillor Ruiz also reported on a complaint that had been received on the quantity 

                 of litter from Jordan Hill to the Kidlington round-about.

Chair
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