Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington on
Thursday 8th December 2005
Present:

Councillor D Betts (Chair)




Councillor J Garlick




Councillor A Graham




Councillor Carole Pack




Councillor C Robins




Councillor J Ruiz

Declaration of Interest:

Personal Interests were declared by Councillors Betts, Garlick and Carole Pack in relation to complaints relating to the use of the Orchard Recreation Ground by Mrs Ingram who was a friend of all three.

42. Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday October 20th 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record.
43. Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 20th October 2005

(i) Car Park, St Mary’s Fields (Minute 36(2))

Members were already aware that the resurfacing work had been completed. Carl Smith had been given a casual contract covering this and other matters until the end of the financial year.

44. Bus Stop Improvements
Mr Lewis Ward from Oxfordshire County Council had sent his apologies for the meeting due to sickness. His supervisor had offered to substitute but had less knowledge of the detail of the pavement, kerbs and shelter improvements. 
The Committee had been previously circulated with a report of a walk and talk meeting held early   September to discuss the issues at each of the bus stops with a view to incorporation of improvements to the Kidlington Premium Route programme. Issues discussed included kerb height, stop and shelter location, quality of paving and a note of how the matter could be rectified.

There were observations relating to:

a)  provision of  benches/seats at bus stops and the comment as to whether the Parish Council would resist widespread proposals for such benches.

The Committee agreed that it did not want to encourage gatherings but was not against to the placement of seating at all locations.  Councillor Robins would compile a list of suitable bus stop sites for benches.

b) Litter Bins –The Committee was in favour of the inclusion of litter bins particularly if these were to be installed by the bus companies. However, there was the problem of emptying and it was recommended that as a pilot exercise suggested stops for the inclusion of litter bins would be 

i) Near Sainsburys

ii) Outside Gosford Hill School
iii) Yarnton Road (opposite Treeground Place)

iv) Grovelands Terminus

The County Council would be encouraged to request that Cherwell District Council take responsibility for the emptying of the bins.

The Committee also noted the detailed work that was taking place on all stops including some minor relocations of bus shelters.

The Committee also noted that an audit had been placed with Abacus for a replacement shelter at the Western End of the Yarnton Road (near to Broad Close) and that the old shelter had now been removed. The total cost of a new shelter with provision of electricity supply for RTI unit was £7,449.27. Oxfordshire County Council would reimburse the total cost prior to the Parish Council paying an invoice.
A site meeting would be held with Lewis Ward and Mark Corbin of Jacobs Babtie to determine the exact location.
It was also noted that the shelter at the Evans Lane/Mill Street junction not an RTI shelter had been demolished by a drunken driver. There was an insurance claim on the replacement which had been ordered through Queensbury.

There had been suggestion that the shelter be moved to a different location but due to the conflict with residents it would now just be moved marginally back from the road.

Councillor Robins stated that in future all new shelters purchased even as replacement for damages should have electricity supplies installed as he believed the future would be for RTI displays at all stops.

It was also noted that the County Council were considering placement of a shelter at Langford Lane and was also proposing additional alterations to the bus stop by Gosford Hill School.

RESOLVED that: under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded on the grounds that the following involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 11 of Part 1 of Schedule 12a of the Act.
45. Canal Bridge
The Committee received a report from Councillor Moss as liaison member for the canal bridge on the receipt of three tenders for the canal bridge project, the lowest being from Fergal Contracting Limited.

It was also reported that Cherwell District Council had agreed grant support of £40,574.00 for the project to include the Fergal Contracting Limited contract and other associated works which were estimated to a total of £44,090.00. The Committee was asked to cover the short fall to a maximum of £4,000.

The Committee was also requested to authorize Carl Smith as agent to enter into negotiation to see if any costs could be reduced.

There was necessity to sign a legal agreement with British Waterways and a figure of £850.00 had been quoted by the British Waterways solicitor. It was understood that the British Waterways engineering fee was likely to be waived.
The Committee was also tabled with a report from the wildlife group at Stratfield Brake which was not in favour of the building of a hedge as it was felt to be detrimental to the wildlife on site. The Committee noted this and understood that this was acceptable to Cherwell District Council and  would reduce the cost of landscaping.
RESOLVED:
a) To accept in principal the tender from Fergal Contracting Limited to build the canal bridge and to authorize negotiations to see if the overall costs could be reduced,

b) To in principal - find up to £4,000 to cover a shortfall in the contract with the money  diverted from the youth activity budget.
c) To agree to the signing of a licence with British Waterways subject to agreement by Cherwell District Council on the conditions. 
d) To only appoint a solicitor if circumstances required, 

e) To appoint Carl Smith as engineer representative and planning supervisor of the canal bridge.
RESOLVED: that the public be readmitted.
46. Landscape Maintenance Contract
The Chair reported that Cherwell District Council Executive at its meeting on December 5th had agreed to accept the lowest tender received for the landscape maintenance contract which would commence on 1st April 2006. However, the decision was subject to ‘call in’ by the District Council scrutiny committee and on that basis the Council was unable to reveal the name of the successful contractor. However, Kidlington Parish Council had been told that the cost of the new contract in 2006 would be £1000 less than in the current year though of course the management charges would add to the overall figure.

The Chair reported that in accord with the Council decision of the 17th November the District Council had been informed that the management charges were accepted.

The Committee queried the opportunity for withdrawal by the Parish Council from the contract during the six year term if the work was found unsatisfactory and it was confirmed that the structure of the contract provided for removal of any area if performance was poor and a certain number of defaults were issued. This had been clarified at meetings with the District Council that if elements of the Parish Council contract failed, the Parish Council would be able to seek their removal.

It was acknowledged by the Parish Council Scrutiny Working Group that the contract was written in tighter terms than the existing. However, the Parish Council needed to finally agree on a service level agreement, a draft of which had already been discussed.

The service level agreement would be an agenda item for the next meeting.

The Clerk had advised the committee that she had received a query from the tenant participation manager of Charter Community Housing regarding land at the Spruce Road Housing Units.  Much of the land was in Parish Council ownership and it had been confirmed by the District Council that Kidlington Parish Council paid for the maintenance. However, Charter Housing was removing itself from the District Council contract with effect from 1st April 2006 which would mean that there would be different operators on the site. The Clerk was authorized to look into the possibility of an agreement between Charter Housing and Kidlington Parish Council for charter housing to take responsibility for the areas in Kidlington Parish Council ownership.
47.  Willow Coppice
The Committee noted for information that as part of the County Council’s best value performance plan objective of protection of the environment and its resources directorate objectives, an agreement had been reached to plant short rotation willow coppice on the land at Stratfield Brake south of the Kidlington roundabout. The decision had been taken following detailed work with TV bio energy.
TV bio energy would be managing the project on behalf of the County Council. Efforts were being made to identify council properties where wood fuel could be used in place of fossil fuel and it was hoped that at least one project would be up and running within a reasonable radius of Stratfield Brake prior to the first harvest.

The Committee was supportive of the project but asked that it be kept informed of where the wood fuel was to be burned.
48. Recreational Trust Areas  - Litter Bin Emptying
The Committee had received a letter from the Recreational Trust asking for clarification of the situation regarding the emptying of litter bins on the site of Ron Groves’ Park. Two litter bins had been installed by the Trust earlier in the year and Garden City Football Club had volunteered to empty the bins and remove the litter from the site. However, the football club had found this responsibility onerous and was unable to honour the agreement. The Trust was requesting clarification of whether their interpretation of an offer by the Parish Council to empty bins stood.  The Council understood that there needed to be an encouragement to the trust to clear litter from the site. Recreational use was part of the lease. There was no record of an agreement for the Parish Council to empty the bins.

RESOLVED to offer 50% of the cost of litter bin clearance for the site. It was understood that at current prices litter clearance per year per bin was 85p equating to £44.20 per bin per year.
49. St Mary’s Fields Access Road and Car Park
A Health and Safety risk assessment had been circulated by Carl Smith in relation to the newly surfaced access road and car park for St Mary’s Fields with the following comments:

a) There was no highlighted information about the barrier height at the car park. The Council was making arrangements for a stencil to be produced to point out height restrictions on the barrier.

b) The refuse vehicles were turning on the tarmac apron at the entrance to Sir Richard Branson’s property. A quotation was being received from a contractor for a provision of bollards with red reflectors to prevent rutting of the cycle way at this point.

c) Some young motor cyclists and cars were driving faster on the resurfaced access than previously. This was a problem but it was not thought that the motor cyclists were accessing Parish Council land and it was agreed that the situation should be monitored.
d) At the end of Church Street there was access to the rear garden and garage and the resurfacing had provided a raised curb to guide the surface water into the ditch and avoid surface water entering the property. The owner was satisfied that the job was acceptable.

50.  Football Development Plan
The Committee noted that a consultant, Nortoft, had been appointed to produce a plan for the development of football in Kidlington and preliminary meetings had been held. There was  to be a Steering Committee meeting the following morning which consisted of representatives of the Parish Council, Kidlington Recreational Trust, the Kidlington Community Football Association and Cherwell District Council.  All football clubs were being asked to complete individual questionnaires and site surveys of the land were being undertaken.
The Chair reported on further complaints that had been received by Parish Councillors relating to the use of the Orchard Recreation Ground via Kidlington Youth Football Club.  There were concerns that following an on site meeting the Chair of the Council had written to the football club with a request to comment on agreed issues, but nothing had been heard.  It was known that there were faults on both sides and the Council was concerned that this was an issue for which they were not directly responsible. It was therefore considered that an informal request be sent to the football club asking for a response to the letter from the Chair of the Council explaining that it was in the interest of the club to respond.
51.  Burial Ground
The Committee was concerned that there was no conclusion to finding  a new location for a burial ground and uncertainty as to who was responsible for continuing this exercise. The Clerk would revisit the file and report to the next meeting on the circumstances and progress.
If necessary the committee would ask the permission of the Council to seek an alternative consultant.

52.  Finance
a) Financial Report/Budget for 2006/07

The Committee were tabled with a combined income and expenditure statement and draft budget for the forthcoming financial year.
  Both the income section and operating costs were acceptable. The budget figure for St Mary’s Fields was recommended to be raised from the draft £3500 to £4000 as this would allow for the clearance of the existing pond and the hiring of services to cut and rake the fields which it was felt could no longer be done through voluntary efforts.

Within the capital project cost section the committee agreed that the burial ground should have an additional £5000 per year over the three year plan period.

It was also agreed that for the years 2006/07 and 2007/08 a sum of £5000 in each year should be put in for both the Broadway slabs and the Exeter Close site.   The committee also highlighted the need to include in the current year £4000 towards the canal bridge project which should be taken from the skate park / youth activity budget.

The committee requested that the £142,000 shown on the draft budget earmarked reserves availability be consistent with the three year plan.

53.  Parish Rangers Report
The committee considered a report from the Parish Rangers (appended) and noted the successful Christmas light switch on evening held earlier in the week.

The Councillors were advised that a debrief meeting for Gala Day, Christmas Lights and Fireworks being the three main events that the Parish Council ran would be held firstly on Monday 13th March at 2.30pm at Exeter Hall and Councillors with an interest were requested to volunteer. The major work would be done by Parish Council employees but there was a need for strong member support.
54.  Any Other Business

a) Gates to field behind Thornbury House

       Councillor Carole Pack had received a complaint that the gates onto the field to the rear of

       Thornbury House was now locked and it was noted that information had been received that         

       Savilles were about to lease the land to a farmer and reinstate the footpath which was why

       they were keeping the gate closed.

b) Railway Station

The committee agreed to request a report back from the County Councillors on where the County Council was with the issues relating to the railway station at Lyne Road. It was known that there was no support from the railway industry and that the County Council Officers had probably proceeded as far as possible but the committee was anxious to know how a railway station could be achieved. Similarly the Parish Council would like an update on the East/West link railway with its potential for a station at Park and Ride.
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