
Minutes of the meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

on Thursday 9th December 2004 


Present:

Cllr A Graham (Chair)





Cllr D Betts





Cllr J Garlick





Cllr Carole Pack





Cllr C Robins




Cllr J Ruiz


Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr S Laynes.


Declarations of Interest:

Cllr Alan Graham declared a prejudicial interest in the agenda item relation to the copse at Blenheim Road due to his employment with W.S Atkins.

33. Minutes:

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 21st October 2004 were agreed and signed as a true record.

RESOLVED that: under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded on the grounds that the following involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph II of Part 1 of schedule 12A of the Act.

34. Grounds Maintenance Review

The Committee welcomed Mr Don Stewart of Integra Leisure Consultants to present his previously circulated report on the grounds maintenance contract within Kidlington.  The Committee had agreed to keep the matter as confidential because it related to a future contract and could prejudice discussions with the District Council.  The Committee received a verbal report and asked a number of questions and considered the options for the future of grounds maintenance in Kidlington post 2006.  

RESOLVED: to endorse the recommendations of the report by Integra Leisure Consultants and that Cherwell District Council be informed as follows:

· The preferred option for delivery of landscape services within Kidlington is that KPC continues with the current arrangements where part of the contract is delivered direct by KPC staff and part by the new CDC contract (option 1 of the KPC consultant report).

· That KPC continues to consider an alternative option being an expansion of its own workforce to undertake the whole delivery function and withdraws from the CDC contract (option 3 of the KPC consultatnt report).  Consideration of this as an option will remain until KPC is aware what CDC is offering in terms of contract delivery.

To be part of the CDC contract :

1. KPC will require an active involvement between now and the tendering programme so as to be satisfied in terms of specification, communication and performance monitoring standards in the new CDC contract documentation and beyond.

2. KPC expresses its wish to take an active role in the tender evaluation process, and

3. KPC will require a written Service Level Agreement with CDC in advance of the start of the new contact in regard to aims and objectives, a residents’ charter, specification standards, communications methodologies, overhead charges and performance indicators.

35. 
Matters Arising from Minutes of the Meeting held  Thursday 21st October 2004

i) Community Football Development Plan (Public Participation and Minute 28)

The Committee had been circulated with information from 
Bicester Town Council, showing that it had given grant funding towards the appointment of a consultant to assist with the production of a Football Development Plan.

The Committee was also advised that the Clerk had met with Mr Philip Rolls of Cherwell District Council who had been meeting with members of the Community Football Association in regard to their development plans.

Mr Rolls was concerned that any application for grant funding needed to be supported by consultant information.  He also believed that due to the status of the land on which football was played, application for grant support should be in the name of the Parish Council and Kidlington Recreational 
Trust.

The Committee was to consider including a sum in the Draft Budget for 2005/6 to facilitate assisting with the appointment of a consultant jointly with the District Council and the Recreation Trust when the involvement had become more clear.  
It was agreed to invite Mr Philip Rolls to the meeting of the Committee on 27th January.

ii) Recreational Trust Administrator (Minute 24 (i))


The Policy Committee had approved of the 50% of the salary payment to the new 
Administrator/Treasurer being £600 in a full year.

iii)
Premium Bus Routes (Minute 24(ii))

There had been a problem relating to the shelter close to Sainsbury’s in that Abacus had commissioned the wrong design.  A new shelter had been made and it was noted that this had now been installed.  

iv)
Memorial Stone (Minute 24 (iv))

It was understood that the family had suggested a compromise.

v)
Church Street (Minute 26)

There had been no further response from the Environment Agency.

vi)
Sub Leases to Trust Site (Public Participation and Minute 28)

The concerns of the football clubs had been represented to the Trust and the clubs had been advised to put in writing their specific concerns on their individual draft sub leases.  The Trust had accepted these concerns and were passing notation to the Trust solicitor.  The clubs themselves were reporting their concerns direct to their own solicitor.

vii)
Pavilion (Minute 29)

There had been no further meeting of the working group though a meeting was arranged for the following Thursday.  Three firms had been asked to provide budget estimates to assist with grant funding but only one had to give an estimate.  This was higher than anticipated.  The working group were to meet with another contractor.

viii)
Review of Private Drains and Sewers (Minute 31)

Councillor Billington had declined to talk to the Parish Council.

ix)
Car Park at St Mary’s (Minute 32(i))

Resurfacing of the car park at the rear of St. Mary’s had been provided for in the draft budget.  However, request had been made at the previous council meeting for this work to be treated as a matter of urgency and if funds allowed in the current financial year the work would be completed before the end of March.

x)
Morton Close (Minute 32 (ii)

No further request had been received from the Morton Close residents.

36.
 Burial Ground

a)
Search for New Site

The Clerk had sought further advice about access for bore holes and had found it difficult to achieve a response from the District Council.  However, in time for the meeting, she had been able to make contact and been advised that the preferred option for the Parish Council would be to ask the Environment Agency for an assessment of the land.  It was suggested that the Environment Agency should have an idea of whether land was suitable for burial purposes which would be sufficient for the Parish Council to apply for conditional planning permission.  The Committee was reminded that there was no obligation for an interest in land before applying for permission.

If conditional permission was awarded with a caveat on the condition of the site, the Council, having been given permission would then be able under the land clauses act to enter the land to dig bore holes.

AGREED – to seek further advice from the Environment Agency.

b) Memorial Surrounds

The Committee had been circulated with a report from the Association of Burial Authorities (ABA) regarding specification for memorial surrounds.  These complied with the Commonwealth Grave recommendations shown in the Guide to Safety in Burial Grounds produced by the ABA and Zurich Municipal.  The ABA had however advised that kerbs were “the single biggest cause of trips and falls in cemeteries and church yards”.  The Committee decided to permit them “they should be in a separate clearly defined area and set out with walk ways between plots so that ankles were not snagged”.  There was also advice by the Chief Executive of the Institute of Cemetery and Crematoria Management referring to unauthorised memorials and suggesting that cemetery regulations were often to prohibitive in regard to the newly bereaved who often felt the need of the grave space as the focal point of their grief.

The Committee were sympathetic to the idea of unauthorised memorials such as wind chimes, ornaments etc but had concerns over the Health and Safety aspect of kerb stones and whether there was sufficient room to walk around them.  It was thought that the Maintenance Staff’s advice should be sought and AGREED that Cllr Carole Pack and Joyce Ruiz form a working group to visit the site with the Clerk and meet with the staff to review the situation and make a recommendation to the next meeting of the committee.

It was also Recommended that the public be consulted on their views.

The Chair declared an interest in the next item and left the meeting.  

Councillor Carole Pack took the chair.

37. 
 The Copse at Blenheim Road

The Committee had been circulated with an agreement (relating to land at Blenheim Road) between Oxfordshire County Council and Kidlington Parish Council.  This was the subject of a section 106 agreement and had been previously discussed by the Committee.  It was felt that earlier concerns had largely been addressed.  However, it was noted that the plan suggested that there was a pumping station within the confines of the proposed Parish Council land and the Council needed to be sure that it would not be responsible for liability of the pumping station.

There was also a need to ensure that the drains passed around the edge of the copse and not through it.

RESOLVED – to refer the agreement to the Parish Council solicitor (Brown and Pajak) and that this item be drawn to their attention.

Councillor Graham returned to the chair.

38.
 Parish Rangers’ Report

The Committee considered a previously circulated report from the Parish Rangers and noted that the Christmas Lights Switch On had taken place earlier in the week.  It had been well attended and successful.  The only problem that there had been was one of continuity and the overlap of the Punch and Judy with Kidlington Concert Brass.

The Clerk would write to “Everything” asking that in future years they did not sell “silly string” in view of the mess that was caused on the highway following the event.

39.
  Review of Subsidised Bus Services July 2004

The Committee had been circulated with notification of a review of the bus service through to Banbury to be effective from June 2005 – 2009.  

Comment was made that the review mainly affected the villages close to Banbury though Kidlington services to Shipton-on-Cherwell and Tackley were also on the route.  It was agreed that if an hourly service could be arranged this would be desirable.  The importance of services to the local villages was stressed.  It was thought that regularity (i.e. hourly) encouraged use.

Councillor Robins was to make a response as Transport Representative to this effect.

It was noted that the Kidlington area services would be reviewed in December 2005.

RESOLVED : to suspend standing order No 1 to allow business to continue after 9.30pm.

40.
 Finance
a. Income and Expenditure

The Committee considered the Income and Expenditure statement through to 2004 and noted that the Committee was performing in accordance with the budget.  Exeter Close Play Equipment was an under spend of £3, 000.

b. Budget 2005/6

The Committee received a draft budget for 2005/6.  It was noted that the anticipated grant from Cherwell District Council was likely to decrease as the District Council was reducing its annual grant budget to parishes.
The Committee was concerned that no item showed in the Pavilion Project in the current year and a request was made to ask the Assistant Clerk (Finance) how much had been saved up in previous years.

There was also concern that the car park to the rear of St. Mary’s Church was not included as a budget item as had been suggested and also there was uncertainty as to whether the £3, 000 for St. Mary’s Fields in the sundries should be diverted to the Capital Statement.

The consultant fee for the landscape services was assumed to have been part of the Policy budget and this would be checked.  A sum of £3, 000 should be added for a possible consultant for the Football Development Plan.

AGREED – to accept submitted draft with an  assurance that the £5, 000 was included for the car park to the rear of St. Mary’s Church.

c. Three Year Forward Plan

The Chair advised that the Committee was required to set a three year forward plan with a request that this be an agenda item for the January meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.55pm.

Chair
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