Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 1st February 2007

Present:


Cllr D Betts (Chair)





Cllr J Garlick





Cllr A Graham





Cllr Carole Pack





Cllr C Robins





Cllr J Ruiz

Declaration of Interest:

None.

36. Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 7th December 2006 were agreed and signed as a true record.

37. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th December 2006:

i) Bus Stop/Shelter –Oxford Road (Minute 30 (iii))

The project was now complete and the District Council Landscape Services Team had been in contact with the County Council regarding replacement planting.  It was noted that the bulb replanting was too late for the forthcoming year. There was insufficient space on the site to take up the offer to plant additional beds, so an agreement had been made for contribution towards planting elsewhere along the Oxford/Banbury Road.

The Committee noted also that the new bus shelter was in fact a large 4 bay where as there had been an undertaking that only a small shelter would be installed by the Broadway.  Cllr Robins suggested that maybe this could be moved at some further date.
The Committee was also advised of problems relating to near-accidents due to confusion over the entrance into Sainsbury’s and the traffic going straight on towards Oxford.  The County Council was arranging for road marking arrows to clarify and ease the situation.
ii) Evans Lane/Waverley Avenue (Minute 30 (v))
The County Highways had confirmed ownership of the land and had served notice on the relevant householder to remove the fence.

iii) Burial Ground Search (Minute 31 (a))

The Committee was advised that in relation to the discussion about possibility of future consideration of concrete grave liners, a trip had been organised by Bicester Town Council to Bedford Cemetery to view the liners.  A number of representatives from various parishes as well as Cherwell District Council were attending and the Clerk had reserved two spaces.  The Clerk would attend and the invitation was extended to a member to join her.  Cllr Ruiz was interested but may not be able to come on the particular day chosen.
iv) Broadway Redesign (Minute 32)

The District Council Officers had been asked to proceed in accordance with the Committee’s instruction.  No further information had been received about the possibility of installing a one way system and it seemed that some of the shopkeepers at the Broadway were very keen that this should be implemented.  The Clerk was to go back to both the Highway Officers and the District Council Officers to clarify what further action if any the Parish Council needed to make.
v) Community Action Group

No further response had been received from Cherwell District Council and the Clerk would pursue this.

38. Burial Ground

i) Burial Ground Search
The Council had been advised by the surveyor that he had continued in correspondence with Savills about access to the Council preferred site and they had promised to return to him by mid-January to report on instructions from the client concerning access.

The surveyor had also spoken to the District Council who had confirmed that a change of use application including access to the area could be submitted by the Parish Council but that there would be consultation with the Environment Agency.  This meant that any previous correspondence over the ground conditions would be helpful.  There was an anticipation of a report based on the survey of the site ten due shortly.

The Committee confirmed its desire to proceed with the outline planning application and asked that in the absence of permission to enter the site, the surveyor progressed this prior to the next meeting of the committee.

ii) Garden of Remembrance

The Committee had been circulated with a draft design by the District Council Landscape Team for the new Garden of Remembrance at St. Mary’s and with the recommendation that contrary to the previous suggestion of making an entrance through the wall by the work shed the entrance at the other end be used instead.  This meant that the plan for the site should actually be turned round and the interments be at the other end.  Work was required urgently because of the shortage of space for further cremation plots and the Clerk was asked to make all necessary arrangements where possible by using the services of the in house maintenance staff supported by the District Council contractors as necessary. 
iii) Burial Charges

The Council considered a schedule of burial charges to be effective from 1st April and agreed mainly with the submitted recommendations.  There were two differences being, one - the interment of cremated remains including grant of exclusive right which should be raised to £55 instead of the suggested £57; and two - the charge for a headstone not exceeding 3 feet in height should be £58.50 in line with the scale of charges elsewhere.  

39. Exeter Hall Pavilion Project Update

The Committee heard that a very successful meeting had been held on 23rd January between representatives of the Parish Council and the Forum Table Tennis Club with David Reader of Sport England.  Also present had been Phil Rolls of Cherwell District Council and Paul Baker of the English Table Tennis Association (ETTA).  Cllr Devena Rae had been in attendance.
The bid to Sport England (initially by ETTA but to be converted to the Parish Council as owners of the building) was now a stage 2 application.  This meant that funds of £100, 000 were reserved for the project certainly during the current financial year and because ETTA had allocated funding from Sport England over a two year period, there would be sufficient funds to allow the project during 2007/8 even if it was not progressed until after April 1st.
The Committee understood that the District Council would provide a range of architectural services as necessary and also a project manager for the site.  The cost of such would be part of the bid for funding.

David Reader had seen no reason why the project could not be carried out during 2007 even though there had been suggestions that it may realistically be 2008.
The Committee was grateful for the support from Cherwell District Council but wanted to ensure that the project did not slip as a priority and therefore requested that Cherwell District Council be asked to submit a timetable of a project plan for the Committee to monitor.
40. Football Development Plan

The Committee learned that Nortoft had now been commissioned to complete the bid to the Football Foundation in line with their original contract.  A meeting was to be held in February between all parties to progress this and representatives would be meeting with the Oxfordshire Football Foundation prior to that meeting to gain further information on what was necessary.

Planning applications were currently being drafted and although it had been hoped that these would have been submitted by now, they were proving complicated, particularly in regard to drawing up the site plans with appropriate measurements.  The Planning Authority had also insisted that an application was submitted for each site, though there had been an attempt to dissuade them of this by explaining that it was important that all sites were seen as part of a whole and that residents understood that any works that affected them were part of a greater scheme.
The Planning Applications would have attached statements showing everything to be undertaken and it was also recommended that as part of the District Council’s new rules on Community Engagement, letters be circulated to all residents affected to explain that a Planning Application was shortly to be submitted. They would be advised of the opportunity to make comment and also that the Football Development Plan would be part of a presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting to which all Kidlington electors were welcome.  The letter would be hand delivered to the houses surrounding the playing field areas and assistance from the Football Club should be enlisted to reduce the burden.

It had not yet been determined whether there would be a need for an application to be submitted for Stratfield Brake.
41. Seats In Bus Stops

Cllr Robins had passed on a request for a seat to be installed at the Oxford bound stop at Gosford Hill.

This request had been made some time previously but Cllr Robins had left it in abeyance awaiting the work on the bus lane.

Seats in bus shelters had been a sensitive issue but it had been noticed that a perch type seat had recently been installed in the new “Sainsbury’s” bus shelter located by the Broadway.  It was recommended that a similar perch type seat could be trialled elsewhere.  

The Clerk was requested to obtain quotations for such seats and explained to the Committee that much of the cost involved would be the call-out of labour for the work to be done.  It was therefore more sensible to a) carry out the work when there was a need for maintenance of other shelters, and b) to install seats in as many shelters as there was likely to be a requirement at the same time.

It was recommended that consideration be given subject to cost to installing perch seats at the bus shelters in Yarnton Road, the South Bound stop near Sainsbury’s, the Gosford Hill stop and the one at Anderson’s Close with a possibility of consideration of the bus shelter opposite Churchill Road.

42. Any Other Business

i) The Committee noted the receipt of a public consultation report on landscape maintenance services in Banbury, Bicester and Kidlington that had been carried out during the years 2004/5, 2005/6 and 2006/7.  It appeared from reading the report that there were noted improvements by residents on the appearance of the village during the last 10 years.

ii) The Chair reported that the “business” of the Committee had appeared thin for the meeting’s agenda.  However, it was clear that there was a substantial amount of work being carried out by the Committee. All projects were currently at a stage where major decision making was not required.  The Committee would receive comprehensive updates on on-going projects together with timetables for future consideration.

Chair.
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