Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 27th April 2006.


Present:

Cllr D Betts (Chair)





Cllr A Graham





Cllr Carole Pack





Cllr C Robins





Cllr J Ruiz


Apologies:

An apology for absence received from Cllr J Garlick.


Declaration of Interest:

Cllr Graham asked that it be noted that although he had worked with Mr Bruce Fowler of Bruton Knowles some years ago, he had not been in contact with him for some time.
Cllrs Betts and Pack both recorded friendships with Mr and Mrs Ingram who had sent a letter through to the Parish Council for discussion though this was not an agenda item.


69.
Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 2nd March 2006 were agreed and signed as a true record.

70. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd March 2006:

i) Funfair (Minute 61)

Two objections had been received to the Funfair and these had been reported to the Council Meeting on 30th March which had nevertheless agreed to go ahead with a fair on Exeter Close for 2006 and to monitor the effect on the community.

The Council had recommended that Mr Perry Hatwell as organiser of the funfair contact the objectors direct.  The Clerk had written to the objectors requesting their permission to circulate their details to Mr Hatwell but had received no reply.
ii) Gosford Hill Bus Stop Improvements (Minute 63 (i))

The major refurbishment to this bus stop and shelter that had been anticipated was now likely to be reduced due to finances.

County Council Officers had reported that there had been a hope that Prime Site Media would assist with provision of a shelter but this had not been forthcoming.
iii) Canal Bridge (Minute 63 (ii))

It was reported that it was hoped that the bridge would be brought in pre-packed form to site the following Tuesday.

iv) Ron Groves Park (Minute 63)

The Committee noted that the section 106 contribution for the Blenheim Road development could in fact with the permission of Cherwell be used for the Orchard Recreation Ground.  It was also noted that the sale of the land at Blenheim Road had been lost meaning that the contribution would not be imminent.



However, Officers had made application to the Cherwell District 


Council Community Halls and Recreation Budget and was anticipating 

a positive response in early May for grant support up to £10, 000.  In 

view of the Committee’s concerns that this project proceeded before 

the summer holidays, an order had been placed with Park Leisure 


which had been proven to be the most cost effective quotation (copy of 

figure to be circulated to Committee) and it was hoped that the work 

would commence early June.
v) Skate Park (Minute 63)

A reminder was made that there was a need to send to the youngsters promoting the skate park an update about the situation.

vi) Broadway Slabs (Minute 63)
Cllr Ruiz reported that the Landscape Officer at Cherwell District Council had recently left and so the Kidlington In Bloom Working Group would await a replacement officer before a design could be discussed.

71. Bus Stop/Shelter Oxford Road

The Committee noted that the Council had been recently approached regarding the purchase of a new bus shelter on Oxford Road which was to be paid for from the section 106 contribution from Sainsbury’s towards a new stop and shelter close to the store.
The intention had been to put in a shelter with RTI display which would be of the same design and size as the one on the opposite side of the road being the largest shelter in the village.

The plans had shown this new shelter to be immediately in front of the Broadway and it had been questioned as to whether this was acceptable bearing in mind that the Broadway was seen as a showpiece site for the Council.

The Clerk had met with the relevant County Council Officers the previous day who had looked at the site and understood the Councillor’s concerns.

The Clerk informed that a revised plan would be submitted for a smaller shelter to be sited by the access road towards the shopping parade.

Agreed: that this option would be preferred.


72.
Burial Ground Search

The Council had requested further tenders relating to the consultancy work relating to the burial ground search and three additional firms had been canvassed for responses.

The Council had delegated to the Environmental and Amenities Committee a final decision on a consultant.  The Committee considered the only submitted tenders being from Bruton Knowles and Kemp and Kemp.
It was RESOLVED to appoint Bruton Knowles to carry out stage one of the brief and to accept their advice on an informal evaluation. Bruton Knowles would be asked to organise bore holes and a planning application at the appropriate time.
The Clerk was requested to ask for a timetable for report back to the Council.


73.
Tennis Courts

The Committee received a report on progress regarding the tennis courts and understood that there had been some misunderstandings regarding the work to be undertaken.  When the Parish Rangers had suggested “cleaning” the tennis courts, and obtaining quotes, it had been anticipated that the work involved was more extensive than was the fact.

The Council’s Ground Staff had recently cleared the surface and a skip had been used to take away the waste.

The tarmac had been shown to be sound, and with line marking would be sufficient for use over the next couple of years.

This meant that the major works to the tennis courts were the provision of new fencing.  This would be pursued within the three year plan as previously designated.


74.
Parish Rangers’ Report

The Committee considered a report from the Parish Rangers as attached.

Cllrs Pack and Ruiz reported on a working day that had taken place at the St. Mary’s car park during the week.  They had found that two hours was the optimum time for a working party and there was a regular group of volunteers.  The area was now looking very smart.

Cllr Pack also reported on the new paths that had been placed on the copse area at Park Hill and it was understood that photographs had been taken and suggested that these be included on the Parish Council website.


75.
Railway Station

The Committee was asked to consider a formal policy on the support for a railway station in Kidlington and considered this in the light of the Oxfordshire Local Transport Plan 2006 – 2011 which recognised the role which the County Council could play in encouraging more use of the rail network in the county towards delivering the plan objectives which included an East/West rail link between Oxford and Bedford.  Members considered that this link was the most likely development to the rail network within Kidlington. There was also the fact that a station located by the Park and Ride site would take traffic into Oxford and off the local roads.
It was considered that there was a possibility that once the rail link was improved, the service through Kidlington would be upgraded to every ½ an hour.

RESOLVED: to recommend to Council to a) reaffirm the Council Policy for a station at Lyne Road and b) to support a station at the Grain Silo to be associated with the east/west rail link.

76.
Easement Across Yarnton Road

The Committee was advised that the electricity company wished to lay cables under the canal requiring an easement across Parish Council owned land at Yarnton Road. The map of the site had been circulated and the Committee was asked to authorise signature and arrangements with other interested parties e.g. Kidlington Recreational Trust and Kidlington Football Club.
Members queried the position of the cable and asked why it was not to follow the line of the ditch which would not be on Parish Council land.
The site shown was thought to be a prejudice to the access to the field and the Committee agreed to defer a decision pending clarification of why the cabling was to be put in this particular position rather than across the ditch.

The Recreational Trust and the Football Club would be copied in on correspondence.


77.
Croxford Garden Transfer

The Committee noted that a cheque for £25, 696 had been received regarding a committed sum for open space area at Croxford Gardens.  This was an agreement that had been outstanding for some time and the District Council had commented that the transfer needed to be executed.
RESOLVED: to authorise signature of the transfer which was done by the Chair (Cllr D Betts) in the presence of the Clerk.

The Committee recognised that the transferred land was a big commitment to the Parish Council.


78.
Finance Report

The Committee considered a previously circulated estimated income and expenditure statement to the end of March 2006 and noted that the Committee’s expenditure had performed very close to budget.

79. Any Other Business

i) Orchard Recreation Ground

The Committee was circulated with a letter of complaint received from Mrs Ingram of Brasenose Drive concerning what was in her opinion excessive use of the Orchard Recreation Ground by Kidlington Youth Football Club.

The Committee was concerned that this was an issue that should be dealt with through the Football Club and the Trust though the Parish Council had an interest as the freeholders of the land.

There had been previous discussion relating to this item and the Football Club had promised to undertake certain conditions to reduce the problems experienced.

The Clerk was requested to return to the agreed measures and to consult with the Trust and the Football Club as to progress in relation to them.
Chair.
Parish Rangers Report – April 2006

Ron Groves Park

The order for the refurbishment of Ron Groves Park has been placed with Park leisure, installation should commence around 15th May and will take about 10 – 15 days.  A grant application is going through Cherwell District Council at the time of writing this.  The max although not guaranteed is £10, 000.

User groups and the Football Club are all very pleased to hear about the refurbishment of this area and have all been consulted about the design.

St. Mary’s Fields
Kidlington Camera Club are holding a photographic workshop on Sunday 23rd April in St. Mary’s Fields.  It’s hoped to make this an annual event giving us some high quality photographic images for our records.  Also it will be nice to have a display in the cabinets in Exeter Hall.  The next St. Mary’s Fields working day is Tuesday 25th April 10am – 12pm.  Meet in the carpark – refreshments supplied.

Gala Day, Firework Display, Christmas Lights

Dates have been confirmed for all three of these events, the main topic of our first meeting was management plan on health and safety and security fir the three events but primarily focusing on the firework display.  It was decided that the Parish Council needs to purchase a selection of equipment that will allow the smooth running of the events to take place e.g. rechargeable battery spot lamps, six to eight walkie talkie handsets and two 20 x 13 marquees.

Exeter Park

In discussions with Jon Wilde, the Cherwell District Council Sports Officer, a programme of sport and play will be held in Exeter Park every Wednesday throughout the summer holidays.  The Forum Youth Centre will also be open all day on Wednesdays through the holidays to compliment this programme.

Tennis Courts

We have been advised that the tennis courts need a complete sweep/clean, moss etc, before a realistic quite can be given for resurfacing.  Dave and Ray have this in their work programme during the next few weeks so quotes should be available for the next E and A.

Jayne Hancox
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