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FACILITIES MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Play Areas 
 
Park Hill Rec – Damage to the pavilion building has occurred recently, windows and 
front door kicked in on 31 January 2023, along with an assault to an individual. This 
incident is being dealt with by KRT and local Police team.  Unfortunately, there are 
ongoing issues at site. 
 
Orchard Rec – The play area has now been completed and opened successfully 
and proving very popular.  Contractors to return to make good the grass areas and 
the block paving’s around where the bollards were removed for access.  2 x panels 
are to be replaced, due to graffiti.  2 x benches have been provisionally placed in 
position and KPC team are to install concrete pads for fixing over the next few 
weeks. 
 
Ron Groves – No major issues and note that the outside gym is being used as well 
as the park.  Cllr Prestidge to update on the footpath works from KRT. 
 
Exeter Park – Park is being well used and checks undertaken as normal.  Minor 
repairs are required.  Hopefully these works to be completed in the next few months. 
 
Briar Close & Croxford Parks – nothing to update 
 
Open Spaces  
 
St Mary’s Burial Ground: Awaiting return and install of the St Mary’s northside gate 
which is presently being constructed.  
 
Bicester Road Cemetery:  Nothing to report. No flooding issues experienced to 
date and the area is looking good. 
 
Bridge 229 – Wooden Bridge Stratfield Brake:  FM is presently seeking advice 
from a structural engineer company, recommended by OCC with a view to inspect 
this bridge.  Further update to be given.  
 
Decking Area – Exeter Hall: Again, it has been difficult to find contractors to quote 
for these works.  Second quote is from Greenwood Builders £7,635 plus VAT.  F J 
Morris £7,860.  Although this second quote included the weed control fabric and 
decorative shingle. FM has recently contacted Iain Osenton/Tree Officer/CDC to 
ascertain whether damage to the trees will happen if these works are to go ahead.  
FM suggests the existing decking is removed and cordoned off to better understand 
the complexities and the best way to proceed.  For info: areas of the decking area 
are failing again and requires ongoing expensive repairs. 
 
Allotments: After rent collection at the end of January there were x4 further 
allotments to be let, which have been allocated now.  There are approximately 28 
people waiting on the list.   
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Mill Street/Evans Lane Bus Stop: 
 
FM chasing company for update on install.  No reply as of yet. 
 
Exeter Hall:  
 
Additional electrical sockets installed for the Cherwell Collective/Kitchen area have 
been completed to increase the serving area outside the kitchen footprint.  Works to 
remove the hedging along the rear of the bar area will be completed in March, by 
Continental Landscapes opening up this area for more light to the small hall and bar 
areas.   
 
A new commercial dishwasher to be installed on 28 February as the existing unit is 
beyond economical repair.   
 
Pavilion  
 
New timers and electrical contactors installed to the overhead heaters in the pavilion 
following their failure in January.  New roller shutter switch installed for the rear hall 
shutters following a health and safety inspection on the shutters following a service 
inspection. 
 
Events 
 
Gala Day: 22 July 2023 
Fireworks: 3 November 2023 
Christmas Light Switch on: 30 November 2023  
 
 
 
Graham Kearney 
Facilities Manager 
Kidlington Parish Council 


