
MINUTES OF ALLOTMENT MEETING 
Held at Exeter Hall on 11 January 2023 @ 10.30 

 

 

Present: Cllr Doug Williamson, Cllr Fiona Mawson, Facilities Manager (FM)  
  & Community/Projects Officer (CPO) 
  Robin Cowley – Hazel Walk 
  Margaret Longworth - Hazel Walk 
  Jim Holland -Station Fields 
  Sandra Greenwood - Blenheim Road 
  Alan Womack  - Yarnton Road 
   
Allotment minutes from previous meeting: 
The minutes from September 2022 were reviewed and agreed as accurate with some minor changes.   
Action points will be addressed as part of this meeting. 
 
FM/CPO were reminded that the rules and regs were still needed at the site’s noticeboards.  Action: to 
put in place  
 
FM/CPO updated reps on the works being undertaken and pending works at all sites plus the recent 
reletting of vacated plots in December.   A further 4 plots have since been released in the New Year.   All 
remaining rent for plots, is due by 16 January.   CPO to send a chaser email for those unpaid.  The reps 
were assured monitoring of problem plots is ongoing with an update at the next meeting in April. 
 
Compost Bins 
FM further updated on substantial costs for replacing the compost area with a large 1100ltr wheelie 
bin being the only option for the current waste.  Reps were asked for input on ideas.  After debate on 
how best to manage these areas at sites, it was agreed SF/YR to have a skip twice a year at key times 
e.g. February/March and October/November and HW/BR to have the waste manually removed each 
time (preferably by a grabber) as both these sites have limited access.  Plus, signage to remind holders 
grass cuttings can be used for mulching.  CPO agreed to email all holders on this advice, plus a sign 
informing them skips are for the use of allotment waste only.  Suggestion was made to install dummy 
security cameras and signage to deter unwanted waste disposal at each site, as proven to be an 
ongoing problem.   Action: FM/CPO to follow up with items raised on skip hire and signage and Cllr 
Mawson to liaise with KEG/Sue Baines reference of compost waste. 
 
New wording for sings: “This compost area is for grass cuttings only” 
 
Water Consumption  
Members and reps asked for further clarification on the water consumption figures circulated with 
breakdown per plot at each site for a better understanding on the costs.  FM advised there was further 
query on water use at Yarnton Road, in particular.  Reps/Councillors queried where the rent received 
for allotments went to and to utilise this income towards the cost of the skips. 
 
Report from allotment reps: (feedback received from allotment holders at each site): 
 
Station Fields: JH was satisfied with the recent gate and post works reported at the last meeting.  
FM/CPO advised the problem plots previously reported were being monitored and would undergo 
further inspection.  JH raised concerns with plots 35, 34, 19b and 26.   
 
Hazel Walk: RC raised concern with plot 8 and the recently planted Osier Willows on the Cherwell 
Collective plot, with potential water sapping from the neighbouring plots.  FM updated him on the 
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request for gates accessing the site to be removed, pathway works and much needed clearance around 
the eucalyptus tree, previously reported.   Action: The trampoline located at the rear of the site was 
debated and agreed was to be permitted to stay and monitored, given the confirmed exceptional 
circumstances. 
 
Yarnton Road: AW requested plot 16 to be maintained by the KPC team to prevent seed spread etc. He 
reported a dustbin fire incident and advised it had been satisfactorily sorted.  FM advised further tree 
works at the rear of the site would be undertaken (overshadowing the Mahon plot).  Discussion ensued 
about the planting of Osier Willow Trees on the redundant plot 16 with suggestion to locate to 
Blenheim Road.   
 
Blenheim Road: SG again queried access on BR from neighbouring properties.  FM to follow up with a 
meeting to discuss further with the property in question.  CPO updated on the recently let plots and 
suggested the Osier Willows could be planted on the other half of 1(A). 
 
Hazel Walk: RC raised concern with the allotment previously reported in September plot 8.   The 
pathway works being considered, as reported in September.  
 
AOB:  JH reminded CPO for a new copy of the allotment site maps.  Action:  CPO agreed to circulate 
once updated with new holders.   
 
Date of next Meeting:  19 April 2023 @ 10.30am at Exeter Hall in the small hall. 
 
Allotment Tour for Council Members/Officers: 29 March 2023 @ 10am – meet at Exeter Hall and to 
report actions at the next allotment meeting in April 


