
1.1: Headline findings 

The table below highlights the quantitative shortfalls for each included pitch sport within the 
PPOSS. 

Table 1.1: Quantitative headline findings (pitch sports) 
 

Analysis area Pitch/facility 
type 

Current supply/demand 
balance 

Future supply/demand 
balance (2040) 

Football – grass pitches 

Kidlington Rural Adult Actual spare capacity of 1 
match equivalent session 

Actual spare capacity of 1 
match equivalent session 

 Youth 11v11 Demand is being met Demand is being met 

 Youth 9v9 Demand is being met Demand is being met 

 Mini 7v7 Demand is being met Demand is being met 

 Mini 5v5 Demand is being met Demand is being met 

Kidlington Town Adult Shortfall of 1 match 
equivalent session 

Shortfall of 1 match equivalent 
session 

 Youth 11v11 Demand is being met Shortfall of 0.5 match 
equivalent sessions 

 Youth 9v9 Shortfall of 0.5 match 
equivalent sessions 

Shortfall of 1.5 match 
equivalent sessions 

 Mini 7v7 Demand is being met Shortfall of 1 match equivalent 
session 

 Mini 5v5 Demand is being met Demand is being met 

Rugby union – grass pitches 

Kidlington Senior Shortfall of 4.75 match 
equivalent sessions 

Shortfall of 6.5 match 
equivalent sessions 

3G pitches 

Kidlington Rural Full size Demand is being met Demand is being met 

Kidlington Town Full size Shortfall of 1 pitch Shortfall of 1 pitch 

Hockey – sand based pitches 

Kidlington Full size Demand is being met Demand is being met 

Cricket squares 

Kidlington Rural Senior Actual spare capacity of 22 
match equivalent sessions 

Actual spare capacity of 22 
match equivalent sessions 

Kidlington Town Senior Shortfall of 4 match 
equivalent sessions 

Shortfall of 4 match equivalent 
sessions 

 
Table 1.2: Quantitative headline findings (non-pitch sports) 
 

Sport Headline findings 

Golf Supply is seemingly good in quantitative terms; however, with high levels of 
demand also recorded, the level of provision Is servicing a clear need and any 
further loss could not be sustained. Furthermore, there is a lack of variety in what 
is provided, likely leading to elements of the golfing market not being catered for.  

Tennis There are current capacity shortfalls for three clubs and a future capacity shortfall 
for four, resulting in an overall level of insufficient provision. For non-club courts, 
whilst none are identified as having capacity issues, there a clear need to 
improve the existing supply in ways that can attract and better accommodate 
more users. 

Netball The overall quantity of courts does not seem to be a problem, although access to 
them and the quality of them is. All of the courts that are in use are poor or 
standard quality and there is a lack of alternative options due to community use 
not being offered and/or sports lighting not being provided.  



Sport Headline findings 

Bowls Whilst there are clearly some pressures on the bowling greens, no clubs report 
any capacity issues. As such, supply is considered sufficient to meet demand, 
although with each green in use, it is also clear that each green requires 
protection to ensure that demand can continue to be accommodated.  

Athletics The current supply of provision is considered to be sufficient to meet demand.  

Cycling Whilst most demand is being satisfied, there is an aspiration for more regular 
access to traffic-free provision.  

 
Conclusions 
 
The existing position for all sports is either that demand is being met or that there is a shortfall, 
whereas the future position shows the exacerbation of current shortfalls and the creation of 
additional shortfalls for some pitch/facility types and in some areas where demand is currently 
being met.  
 
Where spare capacity exists or where demand is being met, this does not equate to a surplus 
of provision, with any spare capacity instead considered as a solution to overcoming shortfalls. 
As such, there is a clear need to protect all existing playing pitch and outdoor sport provision 
until all demand is met, or there is a requirement to replace provision to an equal or better 
quantity and quality before it is lost, in line with national planning policy.  
 
For the most part, the shortfalls identified could be met by better utilising current provision, 
such as through improving quality, pitch re-configuration, installing additional sports lighting 
and/or enabling access to existing unused provision, such as at unavailable school sites. That 
being said, there is likely to be a need for some new provision in specific areas to completely 
alleviate existing and future deficits given the considerable shortfalls identified, particularly for 
rugby union. This will also be necessary where other forms of eradicating the shortfalls are 
not possible (e.g., financially) or where they are not the preferred approach.  
 
In relation to football and hockey, there is also a shortfall of 3G and sand-based artificial 
pitches respectively that can only be met through increased provision.  
 
 
PART 7: HOUSING GROWTH SCENARIOS 
 
The PPOSS provides an estimate of demand for pitch sport based on population forecasts 
and club consultation to 2040 (in line with the Cherwell Local Plan Review). This future 
demand is translated into teams likely to be generated, rather than actual provision required. 
Sport England’s Playing Pitch Calculator adds to this, updating the likely demand generated 
for pitch sports based on housing increases and converting the demand into match equivalent 
sessions and the number of pitches required. It also gives the associated costs of supplying 
the increased pitch provision and splits the total pitch requirement into natural turf pitches to 
meet peak period demand, artificial grass pitches to meet training demand, and the additional 
number of changing rooms required. 
 
The scenarios below are based on proposed draft housing figures in the emerging Local Plan 
Review, meaning that they are subject to change. However, they are only being used as a 
guide to show the potential additional demand for pitch sports that could be generated from 
the growth, thus with the intention of showing how the calculator works and what it can 
provide/support. A scenario is provided for all growth in Cherwell as well as for growth in each 
PPOSS analysis area.  
 
The demand is shown in match equivalent sessions per week for most sports, except for 
cricket, where match equivalent sessions are by season. Training demand is expressed in 



either hours or match equivalent sessions; where expressed in hours, it is expected that 
demand will be to either a 3G pitch (to accommodate football demand) or an AGP (to 
accommodate hockey demand), whereas when expressed in match equivalent sessions, it is 
expected training will take place on floodlit grass pitches (rugby).  
 
Scenario Four – Projected housing growth in Kidlington (670 dwellings) 
 
The estimated additional population derived from housing growth from 3,500 dwellings with 
an occupancy rate of 2.3 people per household (based on a national average) is 1,541 people. 
The table below identifies what this equates to in terms of pitch demand.  
 
Table 7.7: Likely demand for grass pitch sports generated from housing growth in Kidlington 
 

Pitch sport Estimated demand by sport  

Match demand per week Training demand 

Adult football 0.44 3.31 hours 

Youth football  0.77 

Mini soccer  0.44 

Rugby union 0.17 0.20 match equivalent sessions 

Rugby league - - 

Adult hockey 0.10 0.30 hours 

Junior & mixed hockey 0.08 0.13 hours 

Cricket 7.31 N/A 

 
The table below translates the estimated demand above into new pitch provision, if it was 
required, with associated capital and lifestyle costs. The capital cost equates to £312,302, 
whereas the lifecycle costs amounts to £44,888. This is in addition to changing rooms costs 
of £494,051.  
 
Summary  
 
For the scenarios above, the tables show that, through proposed housing growth in Cherwell, 
there will be demand generated for pitch sports. However, this is relatively minimal, especially 
when broken down by analysis area.  
 
Experience shows that only large housing sites are likely to generate demand for new 
provision to be created. For such large scale developments, consideration should be given to 
providing multi-pitch sites with suitable ancillary provision, including appropriate 
clubhouse/changing facilities and car parking. Single pitch sites which have been provided 
traditionally by developers are not considered to provide long term sustainable provision for 
the relevant sports.  
 
Where demand does not warrant new pitch provision, the Action Plan in this document should 
be consulted to determine whether the additional demand can be accommodated via existing 
provision (in which case no further action is required). If this is not the case, contributions 
should be sought to enhance existing provision in the locality to accommodate the increased 
demand. This can be through, for example, improving quality, or providing new or improved 
ancillary provision. Consultation with appropriate NGBs should also be used to assist in the 
selection of suitable sites and suitable enhancements. 
 


