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An interim report on WILD KIDLINGTON delivered by Wild Oxfordshire for
Cherwell District Council 2023/24

Overall Objective:

Wild Kidlington, led by Wild Oxfordshire will work with the local community to enable
residents to improve spaces for wildlife whilst highlighting to local people the impact that
nature-based interventions can have on their lives and wellbeing. We will empower local
communities to improve space for wildlife and help people connect with wildlife on a hyper
local scale which in turn will have a positive impact on the wellbeing of the individuals and
the community.

Wild Kidlington is being led by Rhiannon Young, Wild Oxfordshire’s Nature Recovery Engagement Officer.
Rhiannon has been working closely with both the Parish Council and the community to deliver the project
since Spring 2022. This report covers the work that has taken place from August 2023 to mid-November
2023.

Communication

1. Promote Wild Kidlington Project and how people can support wildlife in their local
space i.e. gardens, courtyards, community spaces. Provide content for partner
newsletters, social media and website.

Wild Oxfordshire continues to promote the Wild Kidlington Project through our usual channels
(website, bulletin, facebook etc.). Rhiannon submits monthly articles to Kidlington News and posts
regularly on the KEG facebook page and Nextdoor. She has also put posters up about certain events
in various locations throughout Kidlington. At all events she takes the Wild Kidlington information
board with her to promote the project.

Rhiannon has been working with the St Mary’s Fields team to put together interpretation boards for
the reserve. This has involved providing some of the technical information as well as designing the
boards. This work is currently ongoing.

With a slightly wider reach, Rhiannon gave a presentation at a meeting of Oxfordshire Parish Clerks
(hosted by Kidlington Parish council) showcasing the Wild Kidlington project and how Wild
Oxfordshire can help parishes to support and improve nature. The talk was well received and led to
one parish (outside of Cherwell District) to get in touch with Wild Oxfordshire regarding a community
greenspace.

2. Build Wild Kidlington Facebook group, number of members and number of people
posting.

As agreed at the start of the project, rather than creating a solo Wild Kidlington Facebook Group,
Rhiannon helped to create and continues to help manage the KEG Facebook group page. This allows
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all the partners to post about events and tips relating to wildlife and the environment and gives the
project legacy.

November 2023

3. Collect stories and produce case studies to help evaluate and promote the project and
inspire others to take action for wildlife.

Rhiannon has been adding to her wildlife in Kidlington Storybook through her outreach work at the
Nature Hour sessions she is running at Moorside Place (see item 4). The participants have shared a
number of personal stories with her regarding what wildlife used to be like around Kidlington but have
also shared some of their personal experiences about how they have interacted with nature in the
past and how their perceptions have changed.

4. Accord with CDC priority activities, groups and residents for engagement to ensure that
this work reaches the underserved populations.

This quarter Rhiannon has done a number of activities with older people, many of whom have limited
mobility and difficulty in accessing nature.

Rhiannon attended the CDC Older Persons Wellbeing Event held at Exter Hall on 28™ September,
where she ran an activity. This involved using natural materials sustainably foraged from hedgerows
to create hedgerow inspired artwork by collaging pre-drawn faces; adorning them with ‘hedgerow
hair’. Participation was lower than hoped but those attending enjoyed the activity with comments
on how relaxing the activity was.

In October, Rhiannon started hosting Nature Hour at Moorside Place, a retirement housing complex
in Kidlington. Following initial discussions with the Activities Officer at Moorside Place, Rhiannon is
hosting biweekly themed activity sessions. These include an introduction on a topic followed by a
craft activity. The themes covered include: Celebrating the diversity of nature, hedgerows, nocturnal
wildlife linked with Halloween folklore, hibernation, and winter trees.

The attendees are residents of the housing complex, many who would struggle to attend activities
held elsewhere in Kidlington. The average attendance per session is six individuals, with five regularly
attending. Feedback from the residents and the staff has been positive.

Rhiannon is in discussion with Lyncroft Nursing Home in Kidlington regarding running similar sessions
there. The activities proposed will be similar to those at Moorside Place, building on some of the
lessons learned but also taking into consideration that the participants will have a lower level of
dexterity. Rhiannon has gone through the sign-up process (DBS checks etc.) and the sessions will
hopefully start in the New Year.

Community Groups

1. Support Community groups that work on local greenspaces/projects for the benefit of
wildlife and people and provide training as required.

Rhiannon has been working with volunteers on Foxdown Close to schedule a Hedgehog Day. The idea
is for this to act as a launch of a Hedgehog Highway in the Foxdown Close area. Unfortunately, the
event has had to be cancelled on two occasions because of poor weather. As we have entered the

3



Wild £
Oxfordshire

hedgehog hibernation season it has now been decided to postpone the “launch day” to the spring.
In the next few months, the focus will be on doing a social media splash in order to increase support
ahead of the event.

November 2023

A wildflower seed sowing session was held on Lyne Road Green on the 13™ October. The event was
attended by 5 volunteers who came out in very wet weather to do the sowing. The rest of the Lyne
Road volunteers responded that they would have liked to have come but weren’t able to make it.
Some of the volunteers have since met up and decided to paint and plant up the community planters
which is hugely encouraging as it is clear they are starting to take ownership of the site as we had
hoped they would.

2. Connect groups with each other and to a wider network of community action groups
aiming to promote and share training opportunities, advice, peer support and further
project development with the groups.

Rhiannon has continued to work closely with Kidlington Eco Group (KEG), attending the monthly
meetings where she reports on Wild Kidlington activities and discusses ideas for future activities and
events.

In September, The Canal and Rivers Trust joined KEG to help with the group’s aspirations around
freshwater habitat. It is hoped that this will enable some projects focused around the canal to come
to fruition.

Rhiannon has also continued to work with Cherwell Collective in particular on the Harvest at Home
sites. Preparations for No Waste Noel at which Wild Kidlington and KEG will have a presence are
underway. The Home Close community garden was also done in collaboration with Harvest at Home.
The Park Hill Harvest at Home volunteers have expressed to Phil that they are verry keen to be
involved with the Wild Kidlington events next year (open garden day and Kidlington eco fair).
Rhiannon is currently working with the Parish Council and Harvest at Home to improve the wildlife
and growing space next to the playpark at Park Hill.

Events and Activities

1. Provide activities with a nature connection focus at local events for residents to pop by,
make contact and join in

This quarter is typically quieter for events, as these are mostly held outside during the warmer
months.

In November, Rhiannon assisted the Parish Council with the installation of the Home Close
Coronation Garden, a community garden day. Despite the poor weather there was good turn-out
with some people attending “off-the street” as they were passing by the site (in one case providing
refreshments to the team). The completed site was a huge success with the residents. “It’s lovely, |
can sit there on my way back from doing my shopping every week.” “I'm so pleased something
positive is happening with the site.” “This is looking brilliant.”
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3.

4.

The Nature Hour activities (see item 4) that are being run at Moorside Place are open to the wider
Kidlington community, not just the residents and it is hoped that a number of people visiting the café
will attend in future.

As part of No Waste Noel in conjunction with KEG there will be a number of nature craft activities on
offer along with advice on wildlife and showcasing the numerous volunteer opportunities in
Kidlington. Based on feedback from last year the format will change to hopefully be more engaging to
the public attending the event.

Secure evaluation of the people taking part in ‘regular activities’ through initial follow
up contact number/email and permission to contact again in the future. Support
opportunities for green social prescribing through enhancing/helping to promote
greenspace activity session and liaising with relevant organisation such as Cherwell
Collective.

a. Organise educational activities as opportunities arise.

Rhiannon and Ruth (Harvest at Home), alert each other to new volunteers who are interested in being
involved in the various projects and make sure the volunteer(s) are directed to the right person.
Rhiannon has an email list of volunteers /interested people as does KEG and Harvest at Home. Within
KEG, all the groups, including Wild Kidlington, direct people to the opportunities best suited to them.
Rhiannon alerts the volunteers on her list to new opportunities going on in Kidlington. Through the
hedgehog highway project survey, she has also been collecting contacts of people who have
specifically said they would like to be contacted in future about the project. Rhiannon is one of the
facilitators of KEG and helps the main group leaders coordinate opportunities and volunteers so that
the public find the opportunities most suited to them.

Attend Kidlington Gala Day in July

The Parish Council were a little disappointed with the turn out for Gala Day, held on Saturday 22"
July this year, due to downpour. However, the people that did turn up gave quality engagement.
Rhiannon signed up four new people to the hedgehog highway map and two to the wildlife friendly
gardens project of which the one resident was really delighted with and responded by telling the rest
of the stall holders that she had a wildlife garden. Rhiannon also managed to have some in depth
conversations with people about how best to look after hedgehogs in your garden.

Investigate opportunities in community hubs to do something for nature on their patch
and plan appropriate events.

Rhiannon is exploring the opportunity to install a “Bee Friendly” Garden at Mooreside Place. This
would be a follow up on the Nature Hour she is running there. The installation will require funding
and needs to be agreed with staff a Mooreside Place. Rhiannon is working on a project plan to present
to Mooreside Place and possible funders. It is hopped that elements for the garden, such as bee hotels,
could be created during Nature Hour and that residents are involved in the planting and maintenance
of the border.
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Wilder Spaces

November 2023

1. Work with Kidlington Parish Council (KPC) to better manage land for wildlife.

a. Support KPC to develop new management plans for existing and new
greenspaces.

b. Identify opportunities at new and exiting greenspaces to create areas for
wildlife.

In September Rhiannon met with Continental Landscapes at Lyne Road Green, the contractor
employed by the Parish Council to discuss maintenance scheme. A mowing and scarifying program
was agreed with all parties anxious to ensure that the mistakes made earlier in the season are not
replicated next year. Next year, planters will be painted and filled with pollinator friendly flowers and
herbs.

In addition, Rhiannon has advised the Parish Council and Harvest at Home (Cherwell Collective) about
the management of Park Hill Copse, a ‘wild area’ next to the playing field. Discussions with the Wildlife
Sites Officer were held. The plan is to thin the hazel coppice and use the stakes to create a
hedge/fence. A section of the scrub would be cleared to create an accessible place for people to sit
surrounded by nature. A further wild area is also being advised on which is at the other end of the
Park that Cherwell Collective currently use, as a growing space and WISH meeting point. Rhiannon is
advising the council on a new mowing regime for the area as Harvest at Home were beginning to get
a couple of complaints about the area.

Rhiannon will facilitate the planting of hedges at Home Close and Lyne Road Green in November. She
has secured the hedge whips through Wild Oxfordshire’s Hedgerow Heroes project (CPRE funded) and
Harvest at Home (Woodland Trust), and it is hoped that planting will happen (weather dependent)
and the end of November.



