
 

 

  KIDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington, OX5 1AB 

01865 372143 

Email: clerk@kidlington-pc.gov.uk 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council Community Committee 
held at Exeter Hall at 6.30pm on Thursday 19 October 2023 

 
Present: Cllr Alison Street (Chair) , Cllr Lesley McLean, Cllr William Easdown Babb, Cllr Doug 

Williamson, Cllr F Mawson, Cllr Melanie Moorhouse, Cllr David Robey, Cllr Danny 
Wright, Cllr Phil Wyse,   

 
In Attendance:  Facilities Manager – Graham Kearney, Community Project Officer – Les Dent 
No Attendance: Cllr Neil Prestige 
Apologies:  Clerk – Rachel Faulkner 
 
23/CO/337  Declaration of Interest:  None. 
 
23/CO/338  Minutes: the minutes of the meeting held on 22 June 2023 were reviewed and 
signed as a true record of the meeting.  
 
23/CO/339 Action Points from minutes 
St Mary’s Fields Management Group: signage and interpretation boards: Rhiannon/Wild 
Oxfordshire to update members on the interpretation board for SMF on design and wording.  This 
will be erected at the same time as the signs for dog control, requesting dogs are kept on leads.  It 
was again agreed that the requirement to keep dogs on leads should be applied to the St Mary’s 
Fields reserve only, not the open spaces beyond. Any recommendation about the latter should come 
from the SMF management group, not from the Council.  Members were reminded this decision was 
met by both SMF and KPC at the previous community committee meeting in June.   Action: Cllrs 
Thurling and Williamson to update members on progress of signage. 
 
Allotments:  A pilot scheme to conserve water by installing a water trough has been proposed at 
Blenheim Rd allotment. Action: CPO/FM to contact Blenheim Road plot holders to advise on the 
scheme and to review feedback received, once installed. At the meeting on 18 Oct there was some 
shared resistance on this water saving initiative. Plot holders requested information from current 
data on water usage and costings for the next allotment meeting.  Action:  Aly/Finance Officer to 
update on costs for the allotment working group. Cllrs Williamson and Mawson to ensure updated 
information is shared with plot holders at the next allotment meeting. 
 
23/CO/340 Facilities Manager’s Report  

• BR cemetery fly tipping: FM updated on the recent gate installation at BR Cemetery to 
prevent further fly tipping as well as a skip organised to remove the current rubbish.   

• SMF pathway renewal: FM advised on a recent quote received for the SMF pathways 
project (circa 20k). SMF are also applying for a grant and there is potential additional OCC 
funding to support this.  Action: FM will research further costings. 

• Fireworks: Concerns were raised for this year’s Fireworks event given issues experienced 
last year.  FM updated on recent changes on the crowd line, barrier fencing and confirmed 
everything was in place.  He reminded members that this event could still be impacted by 
inclement weather, namely wind and rain.  A brief will be sent to members who are helping 
on the evening, plus a gazebo available for councillors as a point of contact for public on the 
night.  Additional rubbish bins to be organised from CDC to help with the recycling needs.  
Action:  CPO to send brief to council members.  



 

 

 

• Orchard Rec: A request to move the zoo trail bench to a better location was discussed after 
recent complaints from neighbouring properties.  Action: Clerk to contact CDC to follow up 
on relocation.  

 

• Recycling Bins Exeter Close:  The current recycling point in the car park has been a continual 
issue because they attract fly tipping in the area.  Action:  Clerk to contact CDC and report 
on options to remove all except for bottle/glass recycling banks. 

 
23/CO/341 Removal of Dog Bins – Canal & River Trust: 
After a recent email from C&RT on removal of dog bins along the canal it was agreed to install bins at 
Partridge Place, Yarnton Bridge and Banbury Road junction at Langford Lane (top of canal steps) and 
placed within KPC areas, not on the Canalside. Action: Open Spaces team to install. 
 
24/CO/342 Ash Tree at Exeter Close Park – root ingress 
Following site meetings, further discussions and receipt of Iain Osenton’s/CDC Tree Officer’s report, 
it was agreed to have the ash tree removed, given the issues raised in his report; that the tree would 
have to be removed sooner or later, and there was a danger of it interfering with the residents’ 
building foundations. Members were reminded of the KPC’s current tree policy and the aspirations 
of the Natural Environment Group for a new tree planting plan for Exeter Close (Dec 2024). Any tree 
planting plan would need to be considered within the future development plan for Exeter Close. 
Action:  FM to organise tree removal and to advise the complainant.   
 
25/CO/343 Coronation Garden 
Members were updated on works to date which included 5 trees planted plus a community planting 
event being held on the 4 November from 11.00 to 13.00.  Cllr Street has been in contact with North 
Kidlington School to arrange a wild seed scattering event after the 4 November.  Cllr Street was 
formally thanked for leading on this very successful project engaging with community groups, with 
positive feedback having already been received.  Action:  FM to update on actual current costs as 
requested and oversee ground preparation for planting. 
 
KEG have donated hedging plants for this garden, to help soften the appearance of the recently 
installed neighbouring fence.  Any surplus plants to be used at Exeter Hall (rear of bar area), 
following removal of the old hedging and plants.  
 
25/CO/344 Draft Framework for Projects 
This proposal was discussed and received positively by members as it will aid transparency in 
progressing viability of any community project.  It was proposed to adopt the framework formally.  
Action: to recommend the framework to Full Council. 
 
25/CO/345 Principle of Providing a Skateboard Park/Pump Track for Kidlington 
A working group was formed to consider this proposal, consisting of Cllrs Wyse, Moorhouse, Wright, 
McLean, Easdown Babb, and chaired by Cllr Street. The project’s viability is to be considered using 
the adopted framework.   
 
25/CO/346 Four Parishes Projects Listing 
CDC had circulated a working paper with a draft list of priorities for S106 expenditure in connection 
with the 4,400 new houses. Many facilities would be shared across the four parishes, Kidlington, 
Begbroke, Yarnton and Gosford & Water Eaton. 
Action: to be discussed at Full Council with reference to potential Kidlington sites for enhancement, 
including Curtis Place, Kidlington Village Centre, canal paths and cycle networks. 
 
25/CO/347 Budget Items for 2025 



 

 

The proposed increase for Christmas Lights for 2024 was discussed. It was agreed to request the 
budget be increased to £30,000 pa to be paid in instalments according to the contract covering the 
next 3 years. 
Action: This increase in budget for the Christmas lights to be proposed to the next P&F meeting. 
 
**Standing Orders were suspended at 8.30pm** 
 
 
25/CO/348 Environmental Issues 

• The KEG notes for July, September and October were circulated ahead of the meeting for 
info.  Members were reminded of key dates planned by KEG 

• The Natural Environment Group met and reviewed the green spaces across the village with a 
view to drawing up a plan for further tree planting. Action: Cllr Williamson to liaise with 
Rhiannon from Wild Oxfordshire on a range of sights and feed back to the working group. 
 

25/CO/349   Council outreach 
Cllr Wyse proposed that the Council be more engaged with public, and that we look for increasing 
opportunities to work with volunteers across a range of projects. Members were reminded of the 
budget allocated for communication. Action:  Cllr Wyse to liaise with the Communications group. 
 
Date of Next Meeting:  11 January 2024 @ 6.30pm Exeter Hall 

 
The meeting closed at:  8.45pm 

 


