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FACILITIES MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

Play Areas 
 
Park Hill Rec – The memorial bench has been removed and refurbished and will be 
reinstalled once completed to a new location as agreed.  The fire service completed 
a risk assessment on the unicorn and deemed ok.   The wild area has now been 
strimmed and collected.  New paths within this area to be laid out in February time. 
 
Orchard Rec – We are still awaiting on Hags to fix the correct spring on the gate at 
the playpark.   
 
Ron Groves – New litter bin has been installed to replace the old failed unit. 
 
Exeter Park – Awaiting on better weather to top up sandpit and other works 
identified.   
 
Briar Close & Croxford Parks – No issues.   
 
Open Spaces  
 
St Mary’s Burial Ground:  Repairs to the wall at the front of the memorial area 
made good and made safe ahead of the Remembrance Service. The metal gate has 
been removed with a view to improve the design and its function. 
  
St Mary’s Fields:  No headway with the pathway works as yet.  This area is 
particularly flooding presently, due to recent rains.  Two new oak trees recently 
donated by a resident to be planted soon. 
 
Bicester Road Cemetery:  Grave of the family Thorne: the raised edging has not 
been removed as yet, so will chase the family accordingly; as this removal was 
discussed and agreed with the family for removal in November.  A new gate has 
been installed along the roadway by he back hedge at the rear of the cemetery to 
prevent fly tipping.    An assessment on how many grave spaces were remaining 
was relayed to Cllr Robey.  In brief 64 in total for full burials with a potential of 96 as 
a best outcome.    
 
Trees:  It was agreed to remove 1 ash tree a Exeter Close at the last meeting.  A 
date to be confirmed by Iain Osenton/Tree Officer/CDC.  A number of tree 
maintenance works have been undertaken at Exeter Close along with some at the 
scout centre, Blenheim Road, Canalside – tree programme works. 
 
Kings Coronation Garden/Home Close:  all planting works have been completed; 
signage to be installed once decided.  Consideration to provide trellis fencing at 
some point in the future for neighbour privacy. 
 
Allotments:  A further tour was completed on Wednesday 8 November and after the 
last meeting where issues were raised, given plot concerns.   Holders of these plots 
were contacted by phone and email and chased for works. 
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There are 4 plots at Yarnton Road to be let.  2 at Station Fields.  3 Hazel Walk.  1 at 
Blenheim Road.  All rent emails/letters sent for 2024 payments.  All payments are 
expected to be in by 15 January 2024. 
 
Works to remove the waste at the top end of Station Field site have been completed.  
Unfortunately, some damage was sustained to the roadway with reparation works 
underway and completed once the wet weather allows.   The entrance gate gap has 
been made good.  A new tap installed at Station Fields after a failed one. 
 
Dog Bins & Litter Bins:  5 new dog bins have been installed and some new litter 
bins will be installed over the winter months at various locations, including 
replacement of the failing bins at Bicester Road Cemetery.  An up to date list of 
locations plus what 3 words to be added to the list for accuracy. 
 
Recycling Bins:  Two of the recycling bin units at Exeter Hall have been removed 
as agreed with ongoing works to tidy the area up underway in the New Year. 
 
Exeter Hall:  A new PA system has recently been installed at Exeter Hall with a few 
teething issues to be resolved.  The diabetes van has returned and proving popular 
for drop-ins.  New lights are to be installed in the workshop area due to the present 
failures plus quote for a replacement of the patio doors (located in he old bar area) 
pending.  FM is presently seeking quotations for the handrail in the main hall 
following a risk assessment.    The COVID vaccination programme has finished. 
There is a new book swap area in the foyer.    Two new sets of taps to be installed in 
the kitchen at Exeter Hall.   
 
Pavilion:  A new part will be fitted to the Air handling unit, following issues with use 
of showers and ventilation/steam/heating system causing alarm problems.   
 
Events 
See agenda item updates 
 
Date for your diaries:  Next year’s date for Gala Day will be 20 July 2024, 
Fireworks 5 November, Christmas Lights 5 December (or 28 November?) – to be 
considered and decided. 
 
Graham Kearney 
Facilities Manager 
Kidlington Parish Council 
December 2024 


