OUFC’s Plans for Stadium Development: Update June 2023

[See the bullet-points at the end of each section with questions for P&F to discuss in order to make
proposals to the next Council meeting.]

Detailed Stadium Plans

The detailed plans have just been published by the Club, and the next stage of the County Council’s
consultation process has begun. Full information and access to the on-line survey can be found at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/thetriangle: the survey closes on 23 July. Documents with the details are
also available at https://oufcstadium.co.uk/relevant-documents/. As the best introduction to them,
start with the Overview and Summary, which contains most of the relevant information. After that |
suggest looking at the New Stadium Project Vision, which gives a good idea of what the Stadium will
be like and what the site will offer.

See also https://oufcstadium.co.uk/background/ for more information on why the Club believes it
has to move,

The Vice-Chair and | had a meeting last Friday with Niall McWilliams of OUFC and Stephen Williams,
their PR consultant who has taken over from DevComms. The purpose was to have a first discussion
of the plans and to indicate where we thought more information was needed. The main points we
raised were as follows. Responses are in italics, and subject to confirmation.

1. Parking. Specifically what measures will be implemented to prevent match-day crowds from
parking in Kidlington? What modelling has been done to demonstrate capacity at the park-and-
rides? In the long term the Club may meet its aim of 90% attendance by public transport, but
that is unlikely to happen immediately. We need to know what additional measures will be
implemented in the short-to-medium term.

OUFC agreed to try and provide more details. Currently a pedestrian bridge over the Oxford Road
is written in as ‘potential’;. OUFC explained this is their preferred option but agreement is needed
from OCC Highways. Without a pedestrian bridge there is likely to be severe pedestrian/cyclist
congestion on the Oxford Road foot/cycle paths.

2. Congestion. Specifically what plans have been made for the provision of public transport to
matches? Who will provide it? Where will passengers be dropped off? How much will this add to
congestion in the area, already set to rise considerably in the next few years as a result of new
housing developments. Detailed modelling is needed here as well.

OUFC agreed to try and provide more details.

3. Frequency of matches and any other major events.

26 major matches expected a year. Details needed about other possible major events.

4. The Kidlington Green Belt Gap. How much parking will there be on site? How will the site look
from the main Oxford Road and Frieze Way?

OUFC agreed to look further at the scope for shielding the stadium from the Oxford Road. 150
car parking spaces are now planned, and OUFC are considering reducing this further.

5. Direct benefits to the Parish Council.

Current plans propose that OUFC provides “maintenance and financial support” for the Stratfield
Brake fields (current cost to us approx. £63.5k). OUFC agreed to let us know whether this would
be extended to YFC fields, including the new ones at Pr7a. It would not include a possible cricket
pitch behind the Moors. What will be the timetable be for providing this?

6. Benefits to residents.

OUFC to provide more information on what will be available free of charge.

7. Sustainability of OUFC commitments. How can residents be sure that any agreement made with
the County Council will be kept in the long term?

It is expected that relevant conditions will be written into the lease agreement by OCC.
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All this shows, | suggest, that we need to have more information before we can feel we can make up
our minds.

e What other points are there on which the detailed plans are problematic, unsatisfactory or
insufficient?

The OCC Survey

| have just filled in the OCC survey on the triangle as a private individual and with my private email
address. The survey asks for email addresses and postcodes only, not names and addresses,. The
email addresses are used to “validate responses”, which however cannot be checked against the
electoral roll. It asks respondents to list up to three strategic priorities, out of OCC'’s seven, that they
consider most important, and then to say how far they feel the detailed plans have met the
objectives in question. Respondents are asked to explain their responses and are given the
opportunity for free comments. There is no overall yes/no question. Email and postal submissions
will also be accepted.

There are plans for a breakdown of survey responses by postcode: | am pressing for a breakdown
between OX5 1, 2 and 3; the first two include Kidlington Parish, the last does not. There will be an
associated leaflet drop to local households, as well as a series of public exhibitions put on locally by
both the County Council and the Club.

We presumably all want the survey to be as fair, sound and effective as possible. We shall therefore
need to consider whether to hold a survey of our own, or another Parish Poll. If we do so, there is an
obvious risk of consultation fatigue.

e Do we want to hold another survey/poll, and if so in what form?
Timetable

The current timetable is tight for the Parish Council to make up its mind. The results of the survey
will be published on 11 September in time for the County Council Cabinet meeting on 19 September,
which is expected to take a firm decision whether the stadium proposal goes forward. This may
create problems for the Parish Council, since we would obviously want to see the results of the
survey as regards local residents before taking our final position on the issue and submitting it to the
County Council. I have therefore asked the County Council if we can have advance notice of the
survey results relating to Kidlington.

Our next Council meeting after June’s is on 7 September, which may be too close to the OCC
Cabinet meeting for us to use it to finalize our response (I have asked for confirmation of this). We
have a P&F scheduled for 3 August, which we could invite all councillors to attend for a further
discussion of the issue and possibly to finalize our response.

e  What should our timetable be for discussing and finalizing our response?
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