
Roundtable to discuss Government plans for the reopening of Camspfield House IRC 

Attendees 

Bill MacKeith; Dan Levy; David Robey; Dorothy Walker; Emma Jones; Fiona Mawson; Hari Reed; Ian 

Middleton; Layla Moran MP; Liz Brighouse; Liz Leffman; Mark Goldring; Martha Hamilton; Michael 

O'Connor; Nigel Simpson 

1. History of Campsfield and outline of Government plans  

Hari provided an overview of the government's plans based on the 'Briefing for Councillors' document.  

2. Parliamentary campaign so far 

Campsfield House was closed in 2019, not only as a result of the Shaw Report, but also following a 

case that went to The High Court regarding management of the detention estate.  

Layla has met with Caroline Noakes (Immigration Minister when Campsfield was closed). She is not 

willing to speak out publicly against the reopening of Campsfield.  

There is a current crisis in the detention estate owing to the backlog of asylum cases.  

Layla has met with the current Immigration Minister, Robert Jenrick. The meeting was originally 

agreed by his predecessor, Tom Pursglove, following an adjournment debate. Both Jenrick and 

Pursglove have been open to discuss the issue. The justification for reopening Campsfield was largely 

political and value-for-money driven. Campsfield was almost never full until 2019.  

Layla asked the question 'exactly who will be detained at Campsfield?' It will be a mixture of people – 

not only convicted criminals and failed asylum seekers, but also people whose asylum claims have not 

yet been processed. 

Some current ministers and Home Office officials lack knowledge about how Campsfield was before. 

If Campsfield does reopen, the casework for both Asylum Welcome and the Office of Layla Moran 

would become greater and more complex. 

3. Councillors' open discussion   

In the letter to Kidlington Parish Councillors, in conjunction with the information session in November, 

the Home Office made an explicit link between the reopening of Campsfield and the Rwanda scheme. 

If this is the case, contact should be made with Oxford airport authorities. 

It's important to expand arguments against the reopening beyond the rights and wrongs of the 

immigration system, or risk closed arguments. There must be more around the practical issues 

involved. E.g. How much cheaper it would be to accommodate people in detention rather than in 

hotels? What impact would accommodating an additional 400 people make compared to the current 

backlog? What practical and financial impact would it make, considering the millions it will cost to 

(re)build? 

Cherwell District Council has not yet received a planning application for Phase One of the Campsfield 

work. The information provided at the Kidlington event confirmed a planning application would be 

submitted in early 2023. Councils on their own are unlikely to have the powers to stop this, even 

though the planning phase.  

 



Next steps and plans 

There are three routes to take: the local; the national; and the media.  

The campaign message is split into two strands: a) We don’t want Campsfield to reopen. b) If it does 

open, conditions must be better than they were before. We must work with authorities to ensure 

improved conditions.  

• Participants to share media contacts -  

• Layla will ask for a follow-up meeting with Jenrick if this seems valuable. Possibly even a 

roundtable?  

• Layla can submit parliamentary questions if these are sent to the parliamentary email 

address. Perhaps find out what the delay is with the planning application?  

• Confirmation of green belt status of land would be useful, but unlikely to be the thing that 

makes a difference 

• The Coalition to Keep Campsfield Closed meets on the first Tuesday of every month (The 

next meeting is March 7th at 6pm). All are welcome to attend.  

• Would polling in the local area be possible?  

• Find out Labour's position on the expansion of the immigration detention estate.  

 

 


