Kidlington Flood Defence meeting 31st January 2023

Attended: Carl Smith, Linda Ward, Nigel Simpson, Fiona Mawson, lan Middleton,
and David Betts

We inspected the flood defences between Bicester Road Bridge and Mill end and
agreed the following actions

Carl explained that the surface water outfall were controlled by a floating ball
which closed off the outlet when the rover got to a certain height to prevent the
river backing up the surface water drains. Carl was concerned that when this
happened there could be flooding generated by rainfall in the catchment area not
being able to drain away. EA to be contacted to clarify how they work and what
contingency arrangement was in place if there was flooding when the outlets
were closed

Action KPC to write to EA for clarification

OCC need to be contacted to ensure all gullies in the highway in Queens and
Cherwell Avenue are cleared.

Action KPC to write to OCC requesting the gully clearance and IM and NS to
pursue with OCC

We inspected the land either side of the bridge on the downstream side. It seems
that there had been unauthorised raising of the land which may lead to
contamination and does encroach into the flood plain. It was noted that a
planning application from Hedborns was refused a little further down the road
for raising the land in flood plain
Action IM to speak to minerals people at OCC re enforcement

FM to speak to enforcement office at CDC to see if action can be
taken

Carl was concerned about the length of highway verge south of the bridge on the
west side. It slopes down in the form of a ditch and at heavy rainfall there is a
risk of flooding from this area and the road to properties in Queens Avenue that
back on to Bicester road

Action Need to establish if this has occurred in the past CS

Carl expressed concern about the maintenance of the river. It seemed that some
tree work had just taken place just upstream of the Bicester Road Bridge.
However it was not clear how regularly EA carry out this work. There was a
concern that if too much tree debris was in the river channel then this may
increase the risk of flooding

Action KPC to write to EA

Carl also expressed concern that originally there were flood wardens but it was
not clear if they existed and were contacted by EA on a regular basis.
Action KPC to write to EA



We also discussed the fact that KPC did not have any flood emergency plan. It
may be worth looking at the work undertaken in Yarnton to see if there are any
learning points. Attached is a useful link from the EA website that will assist in
emergency flood planning

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/s
ystem/uploads/attachment data/file/292939/LIT 5286 b9ff43

-pdf

Action DB to pursue

Carl also expressed concern about the integrity of the flood defences in the form
of raised barriers in some private gardens, these form part of the flood defences
undertaken by the EA. There was no way of knowing if these had been changed
in any way by the owners. If they had then there was a risk of flooding

Action KPC to write to EA asking what arrangements they had in place to

inspect the barriers

David Betts
6th February 2023
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