
KIDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL: Emergency Delegation Powers and On-line Meetings 

Council revised its Standing Orders last November in order to make them conform to the national 

model provided by the National Association of Local Councils. As a result a number of paragraphs 

were removed, which we are in the process of writing up as separate documents. These include the 

paragraphs below. 

27. Emergency Delegation Powers 
a) When circumstances require, Council allows the delegation of its activities to an Emergency 

Delegation Panel (EDP) of the Clerk in consultation with the Chair, Vice-Chair, and the Chairs 

of Standing Committees. The EDP will come into force when either (1) Council meetings 

have to be suspended due to circumstances outside of the Council’s control, or (2) an urgent 

decision is needed and timescales do not allow an emergency Council meeting. The EDP will 

itself decide when its powers need to be invoked. It will consult all councillors as far as 

possible before doing so, and notify them of any decisions taken. When its powers are 

invoked under (1), the regular Calendar of meetings will as far as possible continue on-line, 

on an advisory basis. 

28. On-line Meetings 
a) If Council should decide that, for reasons beyond its control, it is advisable for the Planning 

Committee not to meet in person, it may allow it to meet on-line, with public participation, 

and may delegate powers to the Clerk to receive the comments of the on-line Committee 

and report their recommendations to the Planning Authority. 

b) Council may decide that, for reasons beyond its control, Standing Committee and Sub-

Committee meetings other than Planning may be held on-line, with public participation, 

rather than face to face. If so, their status will be advisory, and their decisions will be have to 

be ratified by a face-to-face meeting of full Council, depending on the state of legislation 

with regard to virtual meetings of councils and/or their committees. 

 

The Planning Committee has since expressed a strong preference for holding its meetings on-line. 

This is because the nature of its business can make on-line meetings a more efficient way of 

proceeding, and because it does not make decisions on behalf of the Council, but only comments on 

planning applications referred to it by the District. It therefore seems unnecessary for its views 

always to require formal decisions by members meeting in person. 

I therefore propose that we simply remove the phrase ‘for reasons beyond its control’ from the first 

line of 28 (a) above, thus giving the Council the power to allow the Planning Committee to meet 

online, with public participation, as and when Council sees fit. 

I also propose that we agree that the Planning Committee may meet on-line when it so wishes from 

now on, the decision to be reviewed in a year’s time to ensure that all is working satisfactorily. 

Since paragraphs 27 and 28 were approved by Council with the Standing Orders last September, I 

invite councillors to confirm their approval, with the above change, so that they can be incorporated 

in a new scheme of delegation. 

 

DAVID ROBEY 

13 January 2023 


