A REPORT ON PARISH FLOODING ISSUES

In 2017 Carl Smith acted as a consultant who wrote a flood management report for
Kidlington Parish Council, where Clir. David Betts was involved in authenticating
and recommending it for approval by Councillors for requesting the various
Authorities responsible for flood management to take various actions. This was in
order to safeguard the community in this Parish against having their homes flooded.
Under present day circumstances Carl has become very concerned about how the
River Cherwell and other flood prone locations appear to be poorly maintained. He
has therefore listed the following questions for Councillors to consider in the hope
that the Council can recommend them for pressing the various flood Authorities into
address them and taking the necessary safeguarding actions to protect property from
the risk of being flooded. The questions raised are as follows :-

1) After the Easter 1998 flood the EA established in the Cherwell estate a system of
local Community Flood Wardens, is this still active, or has it been abandoned ?

2) There are a number of known weak locations in the Cherwell estate flood barrier
defences, where river water can leak through and risk flooding houses, have these
been repaired, or not ?

3) Along the Cherwell estate flood defences there are a number of surface water
drainage float chambered outfalls which discharge surface water into the River
Cherwell. These are to be inspected and cleaned out once a year. Is this happening ?

4) Highway gullies are to be cleaned out once a year, while those in road flood prone
locations such as in the lower part of Cherwell / Queens Avenues and the bottom part
of Garden City are supposed to be cleaned out twice a year. Is this happening ?

5) What inspections does the EA undertake to ensure those responsible for
maintaining the banks along the River Cherwell are removing fallen trees & branches
from the watercourse and repairing bank slippages ?

6) Is anyone in this area taking part in WaterBlitz by measuring river water for
pollution levels in the River Cherwell and Oxford Canal ?

7) Is the Canal & Rivers Trust doing checks on the Oxford Canal flood gate at Shipton
on Cherwell, so it can be closed easily to prevent River Cherwell flood water from
passing along the canal to risk flooding the west side of Kidlington ?

8) Three sites where vehicles park are established near Gosford bridge on the C43
Bicester Road. Is the EA and Planning & Highway Authorities aware of these ?

9) What inspections are undertaken along the surface water drainage system from
Garden City to along the canal ditch at Stratfield Brake that discharges through the
syphon under the canal ?

Carl can be available to come to the Council meeting and give a short talk and answer
any questions that Councillors may have.



