
Cherwell Collective has significantly contributed to both local wellbeing and sustainability this
festive season. In early December, the No Waste Noel (NWN) Christmas Market featured
local eco-vendors who worked exclusively with repurposed or recycled materials. Over 300
community members attended. Items available for purchase from Cherwell Collective groups
repurposed the equivalent of 770 car miles that day. Additionally, 94 vulnerable families
utilised our non food Christmas Hamper, allowing both old and young family members to find
donated gifts free of charge, maintaining community accessibility. Following this event,
around 50 attendees requested a repeat event next year.

The 23 December Big Lunch catered by Climatarian Kitchen in partnership with Eden Project
Communities provided a festive, social, dine-in setting for delicious meals made from
rescued food to be served to 150 people. This event was featured on BBC news locally,
Radio 5, and the Metro as a triumph in community connectedness and reducing isolation in
addition to assisting with cost of living.

To combat commercial waste associated with the Christmas season, we instituted a “Midday
Mass Distribution” on Christmas Eve and again on New Year’s Day: over 2,000 visitors, 100
volunteers saved 30 tonnes of surplus food destined for landfill that week. These efforts
saved an emissions equivalent of over 70,000 car miles.  Cherwell Collective as a unit has
limited infrastructure to accomplish such a feat. Our efforts would have been impossible
without Savona Food Provisions, which sent a total of 5 refrigerated vehicles with drivers to
shops on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve to collect food on our behalf. We are
supremely grateful to have such a progressive company dedicated to reducing their own
waste, and also helping us reduce wastes collectively. We hope to do more work with local
businesses to share resources this year and in future years to solidify partnerships as we
have done with Savona.

Looking ahead Short term: provide opportunities for circular economy in action (including
places where people can barter for goods)

● Warm spaces
○ 9 am - 5pm Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
○ Climatarian Kitchen has 3 meals a day
○ “pay what you can basis”
○ throughout winter
○ Wednesdays as well through Feb 8th

● Exeter Hall  Drop In -  Citizens Advice:
○ We offer free, impartial, independent and confidential advice, pop

in for an initial chat to see how we can help you.
○ Every Thursday at Exeter Hall, Kidlington,  10am-12pm.

● Seated Exercise
○ Every Thursday at Exeter Hall 11 am

● Speed Dating
○ February 11th 5 pm - 7pm
○ matching people on climate awareness/ waste behaviour

● Unwanted gift swap
○ Saturday January 28th
○ 11 am - 2pm



● Carbon Costing Week
○ Jan 23 - 29th
○ Public to cost their own meals
○ Restaurants to use our carbon costing approach to own menus
○ National campaign we started

● Workshops (see attached) and repair courses
● Cooking demonstrations on Wednesdays
● “2nd hand map” with CAG and Share/repair

Looking ahead Medium term: Engagement of other parts of community and focus on
infrastructure for well being and resilience like growing food, getting businesses on board

● Coronation Events and seeds
● Engaging businesses in circular economy
● WISH exhibits travelling
● Growing spaces
● Kitchen expansion to 5 lunches a week
● WISH workshop in barn
● Community compost: aerobic digester, composters in park hill, etc
● Record the Room: sharing musical equipment, skills, and knowledge
● Lifelong Fitness (having exercise courses regularly part of our activities)

Looking ahead Long term: Space needs: permanent larder/ cafe set up using hall only for
large events, permanent WISH exhibit and outreach space, “field trips” to CAT and similar
units for public

● Regular events: Remembrance day, No Waste Noel, school activities with
Wild Oxfordshire, Big Lunches with Eden Projects, Carbon Costing Week

● Forward funding
● WISH shop
● Growing spaces experimental work in Southward
● Kitchen expansion to 5 full days a week
● WISH app development


