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Background: 
The Parish Council has been approached on a number of occasions over the years by residents 
requesting a skate park in the village. 
 
Councillors recently became aware of a facebook group which was formed to explore the possibility 
of a Skate Park and encourage the council to consider provision.  The Council was given access to a 
survey conducted by the group which had 307 responses. 
At this stage no formal contact has been made with this group although there have been informal 
conversations. 
 
Project Framework 
Stage 1 – Initial Proposal 
The Community Committee accepted the proposal to set up a Working Group to consider options for 
providing a Skate Park on council owned land.   
 
Stage 2 – Research, Data Gathering 
The WG has visited a number of parks and met with 5 other councils who have installed Skate Parks. 
 
In all cases, the Councils were replacing existing facilities and what was clear from them all was that 
these facilities had been well used and were very popular with local families and young people.  The 
councils did not report anti-social behaviour at the parks and reported that users work together to 
ensure everyone gets a turn and often more experienced users guide novices. 
 
It was established that concrete Skate Parks require very little on-going maintenance or direct 
supervision.   
 
They are accessible to a wide range of users including young children on scooters, teenagers on 
skateboards and wheelchair users. 
 
Although it was useful for the parks to be sited near facilities such as toilets or shops, like play areas, 
it was not always possible and not expected by users. 
 
Location 
The WG considered a number of locations including Stratfield Brake, Yarnton Road FC, Exeter Close 
and Park Hill Recreation Ground. 
 
It was felt that SB was not central enough to the village for this kind of facility although it may suit a 
Pump Track at a later stage. 
 
Although Exeter Close is in an excellent central location it was felt that until the current plans for the 
site are confirmed, the Council would not know what space may be available and it was likely that 
there would not be the necessary space. 
 
The other two sites are leased to Kidlington Recreational Trust so their opinion was sought as 
permission would be required from the leaseholder.  Kidlington FC use the land between the ground 
and the canal as overflow and they would not support this location. 
 



Park Hill is therefore considered to be the best location for a Skate Park.  The site already has a Play 
Ground and a MUGA (multi use games area).  There is an existing temporary building that needs 
replacement and could be replaced with a multi-functional space that could be used for other 
recreational and sporting activities. 
 
KRT would support the installation of a skate park at Park Hill and they would particularly like to see 
this as part of a larger project to upgrade the building. 
 
Assessing need 
Research from the WG has shown that skate parks are well used in all locations and that they offer 
the opportunity for outdoor exercise to those who may not be interested in organised sport. 
With Skateboarding becoming an Olympic sport it was felt that this would be a popular and well 
used facility. 
The WG has not consulted within the school community at this stage in order not to raise 
expectations.   
 
Funding 
The Council has £100k allocated for the upgrade of Park Hill Play Area.  The likely cost of a Skate Park 
will be around £200k.  There may be grants available to help with the funding of the project. 
Neither KRT nor the WG have investigated the costs of replacing the temporary building as no 
designs have been considered at this stage. 
 
In order to apply for grants the council would need to have planning permission granted for the 
skate park.   
 
Stage 3 – Proposal to Community Committee 
In order to proceed to the next stage of the Project Framework the Community Committee is asked 
to  

• agree to support the project in principle 

• agree the proposed location at Park Hill Recreation Ground 

• agree on the amount of funding to be requested at Policy and Finance Committee 
 
If the Community Committee agrees to support the proposal and the P&F Committee agree to 
allocate the funds the next stage would be to speak to providers and investigate possible funding 
streams.  The Working Group assesses how the proposal meets the Project Determinants in the 
Framework and considers how and when parishioners are consulted and engaged with the project. 
 

 


