
MINUTES OF ALLOTMENT MEETING 
Held at Exeter Hall on 18 October 2023 @ 10.30 – KPC Offices 

 

 

Present: Cllr Doug Williamson, Cllr Fiona Mawson, Facilities Manager (FM)  
  & Community/Projects Officer (CPO),  
  Robin Cowley – Hazel Walk 
  Margaret Longworth – Hazel Walk 
  Tim Bond – Hazel Walk 
  Jim Holland -Station Fields 
 
Apologies:  Sandra Greenwood - Blenheim Road 
  Alan Womack  - Yarnton Road 
    
Allotment minutes from previous meeting: 
The minutes from July 2023 were reviewed and agreed as accurate   Action points will be addressed as 
part of this meeting. 
 
FM/CPO updated reps on some problem plots still outstanding and contact made to them after the 
July meeting.   An additional councillor tour to take place to review again on 8 November 2023. 
Subsequent to the meeting in October a further plot is now available at Yarnton Road. 
 
Water Saving/Consumption: 
It was confirmed installation of the trial water trough at Blenheim Road will take place in the winter 
months, when cutting works have reduced.  CPO/FM to consult with plot holders to confirm a date.   
JH raised his objection after feedback confirming this from other plot holders, on the suggested water 
saving initiative.  The current handy booklet circulated to holders’ details ideas on how best to manage 
a plot by mulching, with other water saving ideas. It was suggested contact OCC/CDC and ask them to 
leave the grass cuttings so holders can collect for mulching.   FM confirmed there is an existing area at 
St Mary’s for wood chippings for use, so best option.  Action:  Reps requested further clarity and 
breakdown detail on the water charges for each site.  FM/CPO to check ref grass cuttings being left 
 
Reports from Allotment Reps: 
Station Field - JH Reminded FM for removal of the waste at site.  FM agreed to organise removal of the 
fly tipped waste at station fields and apologised for the delay due to additional rotation for cutting 
across KPC sites and workload.  The entrance gate (side post area) will be repaired in the winter 
months when work allows.  BR compost area waste to be removed, by hand as this proves more 
difficult as there is no vehicle access.    
Plot 4 to chase as nothing grown this season and uses for bonfires.   
Plot 16a needs to be relet.  To chase for a date as new holder awaiting handover.  
Plot 17b, 19b, 24, 31 - check if any work done since last visit 
Plots 21/22 check which of these plots is being relinquished in the New Year.  
Plot 34 will relinquish in the New Year and not keen to plot share as suggested by FM/CPO 
 
Update after allotment visit 8.11.2023 - Letter sent to allotment Plot 4 holder as no contact details are 
correct plus query on bonfire and little work undertaken, letter hand delivered. Plot 16a email and 
phone call made with end of November as final date given to holder, Plot 17b is fine, Plot 19b email 
sent - nursery response is works/planting being done this weekend, Plot 21/22 phone call made as 
await confirmation of which plot he is relinquishing in January 2024,  
Plot 34 phone call made ref relinquish date of end of the year. 
Plot 24 keep an eye on works undertaken has been suggested unwell.  
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Hazel Walk - RC  
Plot A1 and A2:  needed follow up as very overgrown.   If relinquished maybe convert into x 3 plots 
Plot A6 verbally confirmed plan to relinquish the plot.  Harvest at Home were given permission to 
harvest the abundance of fruit during the summer months. 
Plot A7, B8, A8, A12 needs a follow up as no work or little work undertaken to date. 
 
RC/ML requested if some planting could be undertaken at the recently cleared bramble area under 
Eucalyptus Tree.  Agreed. 
A query was raised on what payment is made to Worton Farms (Station Fields) – subsequent to the 
meeting it was confirmed £60 a quarter. 
 
Update after allotment visit 8.11.2023 –  
Plot 1 email sent, Plot 2 phone call and arranged a meeting for Monday 13.11, Plot 6 relinquish mid 
December as need to remove items, Plot 7b phone call and requested her to progress works, Plot 8 
family member ill so given her some more time and will monitor, Plot 12, travelling will stop end of this 
year and focus on plot from January 2024 , we suggested reduce to half but he is keen to continue with 
full plot, Plot 13 will relinquish in December for relet in January 2024 due to commitment of time. 
 
CPO to contact CDC to enquire about compost giveaways and if/when they start up if possible to have 
twice yearly. 
 
Yarnton Road: AW no queries raised ahead of the meeting and nothing reported.   
However, 2 plots are due to be relet 
 
Blenheim Road: SG no queries raised ahead of the meeting and nothing reported.   
However, subsequent to meeting and on-site visit meeting Plot 9b holder will commit more time but 
will assess until end of December.  Plot 6, FM to chase up ref the  
 
Date of next Meeting: Tuesday 23 January @ 10.30am at Exeter Hall in the small hall. 
 


